
Driver Privacy Act (SB 6002) 
Common-sense ALPR regulations 

Bill Summary 

Public agencies throughout Washington are increasingly using automated license plate readers 
(ALPRs). These are cameras that scan and store license plate data from countless Washington drivers 
every day, allowing these agencies to know where people drive and when—and without their consent. 
Police and law enforcement departments throughout the country use ALPRs to conduct widespread 
surveillance of drivers. 

ALPR use in Washington state is unregulated, which raises serious risks for everyone’s civil and 
privacy rights. Out-of-state and federal agencies have accessed ALPR data collected by state and local 
agencies, undermining the tech as a public safety tool, and instead allowing bad actors to search for 
and target vulnerable groups, including immigrants and people seeking reproductive or gender-
affirming care in the state. To combat these risks, the Washington State Legislature should pass the 
Driver Privacy Act and enact common-sense regulations on ALPRs. 

What the Driver Privacy Act does 

• Regulates who is authorized to use ALPRs: The Driver Privacy Act limits the types of public
agencies that can operate ALPRs in Washington to law enforcement, parking enforcement,
tolling, and transportation agencies.

• Protects our civil rights: The bill prohibits any agency from using ALPRs for immigration
investigations and enforcement, and from collecting data around sensitive locations such as
facilities that offer protected health care services. It also prohibits agencies from using
ALPRs to surveil or target people involved in constitutionally protected activities like
protests.

• Sets standards for retention and access of ALPR data: The bill restricts the length of time
ALPR data can be stored, while providing specific exceptions for law enforcement
investigations. The bill also restricts who can access ALPR data and the reason it can be
accessed.

• Creates transparency for the public: The bill requires agencies to report how, when and
where ALPR cameras are being used. It also includes a private right of action, empowering
people to seek redress for violations and hold agencies accountable.

Why the Driver Privacy Act matters 

Widespread unregulated use of ALPRs threatens our civil rights 

Through ALPRs, private companies such as Flock Safety and Axon have built an extensive surveillance 
network in our state and nationwide that collects data on all of us—yes, all of us—as we go about our 
daily lives. In our country, the government should not be tracking us unless it has evidence of 
suspicious or criminal activity. 
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The overwhelming majority of people whose data is captured by ALPRs are not suspected of a crime, 
and yet information about their whereabouts is stored and searchable in a massive database that 
allows agencies to reconstruct people’s daily routines and activities. And there are numerous risks for 
how ALPR data could be misused, including: 

• Agencies tracking people who seek abortion care or gender affirming care in states like
Washington where it’s legal

• Innocent people being falsely accused of driving stolen vehicles

• Protestors and others involved in constitutionally protected activities being targeted
• Immigrants being targeted by the federal government

At least eight Washington law enforcement agencies directly shared their Flock ALPR data with U.S. 
Border Patrol and ICE at some point in 2025, while these agencies have accessed the information of 
at least ten Washington police departments which did not explicitly authorize Border Patrol searches. 
This type of data sharing puts lives at risk. 

Regulating ALPRs would help prevent federal overreach by the government 

The risks from unregulated ALPRs are particularly significant in this current moment when the 
federal government seeks to silence dissent and go after political enemies. The Trump Administration 
is performing a retribution campaign that seeks to silence and punish critics who oppose the 
president’s agenda. Washington has an opportunity to create strong data protections and common-
sense regulations for invasive surveillance technologies like ALPRs. 

We need common-sense regulations and data protections for ALPRs to prevent federal overreach, 
safeguard our privacy rights, and protect state sovereignty from out-of-state agencies seeking to do 
harm to Washingtonians and visitors, like those who come to our state to access reproductive and 
gender-affirming health care. 

People deserve to move freely in their communities without worrying that data about their daily 
routines will be collected and shared with out-of-state agencies or the federal government. 

We can have public safety without giving away our right to privacy. 


