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Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said that God says “I have forbidden

oppression/wrongdoing for Myself and have made it forbidden amongst

you, so do not oppress/wrong one another.” (Hadith Sahih Muslim)

Seek justice. Help the 

oppressed. Defend the 

cause of orphans. 

Fight for the rights of 

widows. (Isaiah 1:17, Bible)

Stand up firmly for 

justice, as a witness to 

God, even as against 

yourselves or your 

parents or your kin, 

and whether it be 

against rich or poor. 

(Quran 4:135)

Punnee paapee aakhan naahi. kar kar karnaa likh lai

jaahu. Virtue and vice do not come by mere words;

actions repeated, again and again, are engraved on the

soul. (Pauri 20, Japji Sahib)

Tzedek, tzedek tirdof / קצ  ֶ֥ קצ  ֶ֥ד  ףרְד  ֶ֥ת ֶ֥ד 

Justice, justice thou shalt pursue. 

(Deuteronomy 16:20, Torah)

“One of the many nuances of the word dharma itself

means justice, in the sense of a belief that “’all people

possess intrinsic value, that all are endowed with inherent

dignity and therefore should be helped to realize this

dignity.’” (Tara Mulay & Tuere Sala quoting Bhikku Bodhi)



Make a Difference!

Last year we helped pass 
an Alert system for 

Washington's missing 
Indigenous persons. It 

had a strong start. 

Six months in, 22 of 31 
missing persons have 

been found. (Luna Reyna, 
Crosscut/December 28, 

2022)



"Experts can be hired. 

Real people, with real stories, 

cannot.” (Nancy Amidei)



Legislative process offers multiple entry points 

for our advocacy

➢ When giving our legislators IDEAS for BILLS

➢ When a bill is discussed in a POLICY COMMITTEE for each chamber, often with public Hearings in

which we can sign in or testify (cutoff date in chamber of origin is 2-17-2023)

➢ When a bill is discussed in a FISCAL COMMITTEE for each chamber if there is a fiscal component

(cutoff date in chamber of origin is 2-24-2023)

➢ When a bill goes to the RULES COMMITTEE

➢ When a bill is discussed and voted on in the FULL HOUSE and FULL SENATE

➢ When a bill goes to the GOVERNOR

Template from the Civic Engagement Project - Nancy Amidei



Legislative 

Information Center:

https://leg.wa.gov/

Click on each of the 

boxes in the center of 

the page to access 

links and documents 

related to that 

section

This is a sample page from FAN's Advocacy Toolkit



Page from FAN 

Advocacy Toolkit 

showing some links



Legislative Information Center: 

https://leg.wa.gov/ (sample page)



IDENTIFY & LEARN ABOUT YOUR 

LEGISLATORS

• Find out which district you live in and who represents you in the

WA legislature, as well as their aides. 

https://fanwa.org/advocacy/advocacy-toolkit/learn-the-basics/

OR

https://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/

• Legislative pages: Short biography, list of committees they're on and 

bills they are sponsoring at www.leg.wa.gov

https://fanwa.org/advocacy/advocacy-toolkit/learn-the-basics/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/
http://www.leg.wa.gov/


LEARN 

ABOUT 

BILLS THAT 

MATTER 

TO YOU

PRIORITY AREAS OF ADVOCACY 

FOR FAITH ACTION NETWORK

In each category of our legislative agenda, we seek to 

advocate for and implement systems and policies that 

advance racial equity.

➢PROMOTE ECONOMIC JUSTICE

➢PROTECT AND EXPAND THE SOCIAL SAFETY NET

➢REFORM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

➢ INCREASE GUN RESPONSIBILITY and PUBLIC SAFETY

➢PROVIDE SAFE, AFFORDABLE HOUSING

➢ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE AND ADVANCE 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

➢PROTECT HEALTHCARE ACCESS

➢SUPPORT IMMIGRANT and REFUGEE RIGHTS





WAYS TO ADVOCATE

“We speak as faith 
community leaders who 
believe that the moral 
compass of our nation 
is moving in a troubling 
direction....”

In-person/

Zoom

Online:

Emails

Bill comment form

Phone Call

Contact 
the media

Testimony or 

signing in 

pro/con



https://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/Co

ntacting%20Your%20Legislators.pdf

https://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/Contacting%20Your%20Legislators.pdf


IN 

PERSON/

ZOOM



ONLINE

Email from the comfort of your armchair 

a) Member email forms (Navigate to http://leg.wa.gov; click on "member 

info/rosters" to the right under "Let Your Voice be Heard"; click appropriate 

chamber under email forms; click member's name; complete form and submit)

b) Directly: FIRST NAME.LAST NAME@LEG.WA.GOV

e.g., laurie.dolan@leg.wa.gov

Submit a comment on the legislative website

• Go to Washington’s legislative website → Legislative Information Center →
Methods to Contact Your Legislator → Comment

• Option to contact all your legislators at once

http://leg.wa.gov/
mailto:laurie.dolan@leg.wa.gov


PHONE CALL

a) Call directly. Phone number on WA legislative

website → Member Info/Rosters

b) Call on the legislative hotline: 1.800.562.6000 

• Handy thing about this is that you can provide one message to all three of 

your representatives and the governor all at the same time.

• With interpreter services. (TTY for hearing impaired: 1-800-635-9993)

• During legislative session, open M-F 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

CONTACT the MEDIA

Letters to the editor to add pressure



TESTIMONY & CONVEYING YOUR POSITION 

FOR A HEARING

If you know the number of the bill you want to advocate for, as well as the name 

of the Committee hearing the bill, you can testify or sign in your position. You 

can get more information about each of these here. FAN will also send you links 

for signing in pro/con on bills in our weekly emails. Options include:

1) Testify orally either in person or remotely through zoom

Often the group sponsoring legislation will identify some seasoned speakers to go first

2) Submit Written Testimony

If you do not wish to testify aloud in a committee hearing, you can still submit written testimony on a bill for 

the legislative record.

3) State Your Position on a Bill Without Testifying

Committee Sign In - Remote Testimony also allows you to select a chamber, committee, and bill, then indicate 

you wish to have your position noted (pro/con) for the legislative record.

https://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/Participating.aspx


Treat yourself afterwards!









PLANNING ADVOCACY 

IN YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY

Check in the Mobilizing 
Communities section of the 
Advocacy Toolkit for ideas and 
steps



https://budgetandpolicy.
org/resources-
tools/2020/12/2020_12_
23_Gov-proposed-21-
23_PI-value-pie-
chart_updated-
language.jpg

https://budgetandpolicy.org/resources-tools/2020/12/2020_12_23_Gov-proposed-21-23_PI-value-pie-chart_updated-language.jpg


Q&A 

and 

Sharing 

Your 

Suggestions



Policy Priorities – Kristin Ang



Stay in touch with us! 
Subscribe at FANWA.org 

for weekly emails or special invitations

Contact FAN staff at:

General inquiries FAN@fanwa.org

Partnership Coordinator, Elizabeth Dickinson Dickinson@fanwa.org

Policy Engagement Director, Kristin Ang Ang@fanwa.org

Call us at 206-625-9790

mailto:FAN@fanwa.org
mailto:Dickinson@fanwa.org
mailto:Ang@fanwa.org
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