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Punnee paapee aakhan naahi. kar kar karnaa likh lai Seek justice. Help the

jaahu. Virtue and vice do not come by mere words; oppressed. Defend the
actions repeated, again and again, are engraved on the cause of orphans.
soul. (Pauri 20, Japji Sahib) Fight for the rights of

widows. (Isaiah 1:17, Bible)

..........

Justice, justice thou shalt pursue. Stand up firmly for

(Deuteronomy 16:20, Torah) justice, as a withess to
“One of the many nuances of the word dharma itself God, even as against
means justice, in the sense of a belief that “'all people yourselves or your
possess intrinsic value, that all are endowed with inherent parents or your kin,
dignity and therefore should be helped to realize this and whether it be
dignity.’” (Tara Mulay & Tuere Sala quoting Bhikku Bodhi) against rich or poor.

(Quran 4:135)

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said that God says “l have forbidden
oppression/wrongdoing for Myself and have made it forbidden amongst
you, so do not oppress/wrong one another.” (Hadith Sahih Muslim)



Make a Difference!

an Alert system for
Washington's missing
Indigenous persons. It

had a strong start.

Last year we helped pass

J

Six months in, 22 of 31
missing persons have

been found. (Luna Reyna,

Crosscut/December 28,
2022)

J




"Experts can be hired.
Real people, with real stories,
cannot.” (Nancy Amidei)



Legislative process offers multiple entry points
for our advocacy

» When giving our legislators IDEAS for BILLS

» When a bill is discussed in a POLICY COMMITTEE for each chamber, often with public Hearings in
which we can sign in or testify (cutoff date in chamber of origin is 2-17-2023)

» When a bill is discussed in a FISCAL COMMITTEE for each chamber if there is a fiscal component
(cutoff date in chamber of origin is 2-24-2023)

» When a bill goes to the RULES COMMITTEE
» When a bill is discussed and voted on in the FULL HOUSE and FULL SENATE

» When a bill goes to the GOVERNOR

Template from the Civic Engagement Project - Nancy Amidei



This is a sample page from FAN's Advocacy Toolkit

c 2 C # fanwa.org/advocacy/advocacy-toolkit/ ) D ( Update : )

This is what faith in action looks like
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& fanwa.org/advocacy/advocacy-toolkit/contact-legislators/
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Homs >> Advocacy >> Advacady Toolel >> Contact Legrlators

Pa ge fro I l / \ This section of the Advacacy Toolk provdes helpful tps on contacting kegisiators on the state and federal levels through letter writing, phone calls, and in-person meetings

Advocacy Toolkit St
showing some links

You can find both legisiative and congressional districts at this ink

Tips for Meeting with Legistators

This link provides an overview of how to meet with legalators.

Advocacy by Letter, Postcard, or Email:

How to contact your legisiator via writtan ward

Advocacy By Teiephane

How to contact your legislator over the phone

fow to Conduct a Virtual Meeting
How 1o contact your legisiator in the time of COVID-19 and sodal dstanong

smmunicating with Congress: Emails, Letters and Phone Cally

Tips for contacting federal elected officials

Developing fffective Messages/Desarroiio de Mensajes Efectivos
This ink autiines how to create an effectve message 1o take 10 legisiative meetings, Including a template to use In preparation. (EnglsivEspaiiol)

8 Tips for a Successful Olympia Visit

Read this document before preganng for a visit with your state legislators

8 Tips for a Successful Congressional Visit

Read this document before preparing for 5 visit with your federal legislators.

Maeting with Your Legisiater Quring the internim
The Washington State legsiature i in session only 3 few months per year. The off-season is 2 great time [0 meet with elected officials in their home SiStricTs 10 disouss the

Ssues that mater 1o you!

Maeting with Congress Members during the Aygust Recess:
The US Congress typically recesses during the month of August each year. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Advocacy Network shares this guide to




Legislative Information Center:
https://leg.wa.gov/ (sample page)
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T WASHINGTON STATE LLEGISLATURE
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Logislature Home
Legislature Home

House of Reprasentatives
During 2022, in response to COVID-19, the House and Senate have made operational changes to adhere to public health guldance. Please go to the House Covid-19

Senate Operations and Senate Covid-19 Operations plans for more detalls. All proceedings can be viewed on TVW. To view legislative proceedings click here for TVW, Please click
Find Your District here to go to the committee website pages. To find your Legislator click here or click here to send a message to your Legislator,
Laws & Agency Rulos
Bil Information What's happening on the floor?
Agoendas, Schedulos, & The Legislature will convene for a Regular Session on January 9, 2023,
Cplenders House Floor Calendar | House Display Board | Senate Floor Calendar | Senate Display Board . N
Logialative Committeon Vi W

e . B b
Coming 1o the Legislature Please check the Committee Schedules website for the most up-to-date Information concerning Individual committee \\’n' ‘.‘;

. SL Onl v
Civio Eduoation meeting dates and agendas. J‘\: ‘%‘:. .:",",
Lagisiative Agencies N
Logistative Information Canter )
Scheduled hearings and floor sessions: ouwzmQ Let Your Voice Be Heard

Emall Updates (GovDelvary)

Contact Your Legislators
Committee Agenda Date/Time Participating In the Process
choA':; ' ‘):el:tu L)eglslauvo Audit & Review Agenda xﬂo«zozs 10:00 CI’;?; : and \\;:::o 12/28/2022 Find Member Information/Rosters
: : : Accessibility Information
Lecroosuanmes 040 | g viaaczs viorw [WRARS Vv | vammacnz |
Laws & Rules
Highlights Your District & Legislators

Legislative Hotline: 1.800.562.6000 Bills



IDENTIFY & LEARN ABOUT YOUR

LEGISLATORS

* Find out which district you live in and who represents you in the
WA legislature, as well as their aides.

https://fanwa.org/advocacy/advocacy-toolkit/learn-the-basics/
OR
https://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/

» Legislative pages: Short biography, list of committees they're on and
bills they are sponsoring at www.leg.wa.gov



https://fanwa.org/advocacy/advocacy-toolkit/learn-the-basics/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/
http://www.leg.wa.gov/

LEARN
ABOUT
BILLS THAT

MATTER
LLOA(O]V,

PRIORITY AREAS OF ADVOCACY
FOR FAITH ACTION NETWORK

In each category of our legislative agenda, we seek to
advocate for and implement systems and policies that
advance racial equity.

» PROMOTE ECONOMIC JUSTICE

» PROTECT AND EXPAND THE SOCIAL SAFETY NET

» REFORM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

» INCREASE GUN RESPONSIBILITY and PUBLIC SAFETY
» PROVIDE SAFE, AFFORDABLE HOUSING

» ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE AND ADVANCE
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

» PROTECT HEALTHCARE ACCESS
» SUPPORT IMMIGRANT and REFUGEE RIGHTS



LR » 0O e Update

fanwa.orgjadvocacy/bill-tracker/

Our Network Events News Engage & Support About Us

Ay >> B Tracker

Who are My Legislators? What's the Status of a Bill?
Find out who pour Washinguen State legislinons ae for your Reisilin You can And mone cetals on any ol from the legsiaewre's B 0y
dissris nage

The FAN BIf Tracker 15 updated once s week on Fridays. To check for more up-to-date information, dick on the bl nurbes to take you 1o the officll BR

miMmation page on e Waslupmon Stale Lepsialug

Updated March 30, 2022

Advocating for a Economic Justice and Reducing Poverty

Bill Ticke/Description Bill Stacus

focdMutntion ' Expuand froe lundhes 10 ol oderns PASSED. Governee sigred on 114

Statewde mutibngual toal for scheel meal
focd/Nutrtion PASSED. Governor spred on V2%
spplcations and programs

PASSED, Gawernie sgrad un 117

Ecanoamic ) 5638 San. Nobies Temperary Assistance lor Noedy Fariien
D%l not moww pant House Agpropriions

NstIce i ? Rep. Frame [TANF) daper subsdy
Commmes. 58 SE3E moved this policy forwand,

Econoamic Rep Tempir ary Assatance Sov Noedy Familes
HiL2048 Dgd ot mowve padt House Budes Commiliee

Jstice Peterson [TANF) s limit extensony




WAYS TO ADVOCATE

Online:

i Emails
oom Bill comment form

In-person/

Contact

Phone Call !
the media

Testimony or
signing in
pro/con

“We speak as faith
community leaders who
believe that the moral
compass of our nation
(s moving (n a troubling
direction....”



METHODS

FOR CONTACTING
YOUR LEGISLATORS

The Washington State Legislature offers several
methods for contacting legislators, leaving
messages, and providing individual positions on
bills and subject matters. Methods for contacting
legislators are as follows: (1) bill comment form,
{2) member e-mail forms, (3) direct email, (4)
U.S. Postal Service [using addresses listed on the
member directory pages: House / Senate], and
{5) by phone. Each method is outlined in detail
below.

Furthermore, classes are offered free of charge
to those wishing to learn more about the
legislative process, navigating the legislative
web pages, tracking bills, and searching for
RCWs, WACs, bills, and related documents:

v r S

Questions regarding contacting your legislators,
attending classes, or general legislative business

can be directed to support@#egwa.goy.

BILL COMMENT FORM

1. Navigate to http://legiva.gov.
2. Click Bill Information.

3. Enter bill number in the Search by Bill
Number text box.

SMoanremon

w“"*lr NErATIAr

Blll Information
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» If bill nuumber is unknown, click the following
link for tips on finding a bill number:

h}[p<-‘{.’g‘z‘: [@ g gg;v{ph. ..
4. Click Search.

5. Click Comment on this bill (located in the
upper right hand corner).

6. Complete form and submit

MEMBER E-MAIL FORMS

1. Navigate to http://legiva.gov.

2. Click Member Information / Rosters.

3. Click appropriate Chamber under E-mail
Forms.

4. Click Member’s Name.

5. Complete form and submit

DIRECT EMAIL

1. Navigate to http://legiva.gov.
2. Click Member Information / Rosters.

3. Click appropriate Chamber under Email
Forms.

4. Create a new email message in tool of choice
(i.e., Outlook, Yahoo, Gmail).

5. Use Email shown for member under Email
column to address message.

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

1. Navigate to http://legiva.gov.

2. Click Member Information / Rosters.

3. Click appropriate Chamber under Member
Directory Pages.

4. Scroll down page to view members’ addresses.

» Note: If a member is in district the district address
will be listed; otherwise, the member is assumed to
be in the Olympia office.

BY PHONE

1. Navigate to http://legiva.gov.

2. Click Member Information / Rosters.

3. Click appropriate Chamber under Member
Directory Pages.

4. Scroll down page to view members’ phone
number(s).

» Note: If a member is in district the district phone
number will be listed; otherwise, the member is
assumed to be in the Olympia office.

OR

» Call the Legislative Hotline, 1.800.562.6000, to
leave @ message for one or all the Legislators that
represent your district. To find the Legislators that
represent you, see Find Your District & Legislators
below.

FIND YOUR DISTRICT &
LEGISLATORS

1. Navigate to http://legiva.gov.
2. Click Find Your District & Legislators.

3. Enter your street address, including city, state,
and zip.

4. Click Find My District.

https://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/Co

ntacting%20Your%20Legislators.pdf

v“;

Legislative Information Center
360-786-7573
supporti@ieg.wa.gov

SERVICHN
Augunt 2008


https://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/Contacting%20Your%20Legislators.pdf

IN
PERSON/
ZOOM

More information

and registration:
https://fanwa.org
i faith-
advocacy-day/




ONLINE

Email from the comfort of your armchair

N

a) Member email forms (Navigate to http://leg.wa.gov; click on "member

info/rosters" to the right under "Let Your Voice be Heard"; click appropriate
chamber under email forms; click member's nhame; complete form and submit)

b) Directly: FIRST NAME.LAST NAME@LEG.WA.GOV
e.g., laurie.dolan@leg.wa.gov

Submit a comment on the legislative website

* Go to Washington’s legislative website — Legislative Information Center —
Methods to Contact Your Legislator — Comment

» Option to contact all your legislators at once


http://leg.wa.gov/
mailto:laurie.dolan@leg.wa.gov

PHONE CALL

a) Call directly. Phone number on WA legislative
website — Member Info/Rosters

b) Call on the legislative hotline: 1.800.562.6000

* Handy thing about this is that you can provide one message to all three of
your representatives and the governor all at the same time.

» With interpreter services. (TTY for hearing impaired: 1-800-635-9993)
* During legislative session, open M-F 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

CONTACT the MEDIA

Letters to the editor to add pressure



TESTIMONY & CONVEYING YOUR POSITION
FOR A HEARING

If you know the number of the bill you want to advocate for, as well as the name
of the Committee hearing the bill, you can testify or sign in your position. You
can get more information about each of these here. FAN will also send you links
for signing in pro/con on bills in our weekly emails. Options include:

1) Testify orally either in person or remotely through zoom
Often the group sponsoring legislation will identify some seasoned speakers to go first

2) Submit Written Testimony
If you do not wish to testify aloud in a committee hearing, you can still submit written testimony on a bill for
the legislative record.

3) State Your Position on a Bill Without Testifying
Committee Sign In - Remote Testimony also allows you to select a chamber, committee, and bill, then indicate
you wish to have your position noted (pro/con) for the legislative record.


https://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/Participating.aspx

Treat yourself afterwards!




Creating An Effective Message

= Tell your story
= Tell others’ stories
* Emphasize your messengers and

supporters (gives credibility) EAITH ACTI ONN ORK
* You don't need to be a policy expert! AP e e

» Demonstrate consistency and
repetition

= Elevate directly impacted communities
* End with a call to action
= Make an ask and make an ask again



Do's and Don'ts

Don't endorse candidates

Don't get caught in the weeds on policy
Don't think you are unqualified

DO demonstrate shared interests FAITH ACT|ON NETWORK

A Partnership for the Co

DO share your story
DO share about who else supports your
message

DO keep it brief
DO know your audience



...............................

Abbreviated
Messaging
Examples

The following paragraph from an op ed by Rep. My
Linh Thai is a great example of messaging even though
it's not a policy ask):

“l want to live in a Washington where people feel that
they belong, that they are trusted, and that their
community has their back. Everyone in our state should
have the opportunities and support they need to thrive,
and the Working Families Tax Credit can help do that. |
urge all of you to spread the word to your neighbors
and loved ones that this tax credit will be available to
them in 2023. Let’s make sure every single eligible
household applies and receives their cash.”




PLANNING ADVOCACY
IN YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY




State budget reflects lawmakers’ values
Budget investments by funding area, 2021-23 operating budget, enacted
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Education $4.9 billion .
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https://budgetandpolicy.org/resources-tools/2020/12/2020_12_23_Gov-proposed-21-23_PI-value-pie-chart_updated-language.jpg

Q&A

and
Sharing
Your
Suggestions
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Stay in touch with us!
Subscribe at FANWA.org
for weekly emails or special invitations

Contact FAN staff at:
General inquiries FAN@fanwa.org

Partnership Coordinator, Elizabeth Dickinson Dickinson@fanwa.org

Policy Engagement Director, Kristin Ang Ang@fanwa.org

Call us at 206-625-9790


mailto:FAN@fanwa.org
mailto:Dickinson@fanwa.org
mailto:Ang@fanwa.org
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