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The Roadmap to Freedom is a visionary Resolution to guide an overhaul of the immigration system in the United States. It was introduced in Congress on January 27, 2021. This comprehensive Roadmap to Freedom was developed in close consultation with grassroots groups, immigration organizers, labor advocates, civil rights leaders and racial justice activists. The Members of Congress who are co-leading the resolution represent the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, Congressional Black Caucus, and the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus as the Roadmap works to address the diverse needs of every community while reflecting the diversity of America’s immigrant community. 
 
Ultimately, it re-establishes the United States as a beacon of hope and humanitarian protection for those seeking safety on our shores and achieves a vision of an immigration system that works for all by:
 
· Ensuring a fair immigration process that establishes a roadmap to citizenship for 11 million people while centering family unity and promoting and preserves diversity
· Welcoming immigrants by supporting integration efforts and ensuring access to critical public services
· Creating a just, humane way to uphold immigration laws, including by investing in humane, community-based alternatives to detention and creating scalable consequences for enforcement. This is possible by modernizing the system, ensuring judges have the ability to exercise discretion, and having reasonable, more humane options on the table
· Investing in border policy that protects the rights of communities in the borderlands and ends the mass militarization of the region
· Understanding that we must uphold the rights of all workers and that increasing protections for immigrant workers will lift up all workers—immigrant and American-born alike

As the Roadmap to Freedom is a Resolution (and not a Bill), it is a messaging vehicle and statement of principles of a vision for a just and humane immigration system to convey to Congress. It is also a tool to use to evaluate any legislation that is put forth.

We are reaching out to faith organizations for endorsing support of the Roadmap to Freedom for two reasons. First, endorsements make a difference as support is built for the resolution. In adding  cosponsors and using the Roadmap as an organizing tool in Congress, it is helpful to say X number of organizations support the resolution. It is helpful to have a broad, robust group of organizations supporting it. It makes our case stronger when we can say national and local faith groups and organizations support this. For example, it is important to show broad support for the Roadmap to Freedom, not just from immigration groups but also faith groups, environmental groups, racial justice groups, labor groups, etc. Local organizations and faith communities are important as well for building out support across the delegation, or for possible complementary efforts like a similar resolution being passed by our city or state.

Second, having faith communities endorse the Roadmap to Freedom has an internal impact as well. It helps guide our efforts to stand with immigrants, who are a part of our Jewish and broader community. The need for immigration overhaul connects to our own communities’ histories of migration and targeted immigration restriction by the US government that resulted in a lack of humanitarian protection. Our liberation is connected.
 
Resources:
 
Here is the link for organizations to endorse.
 
The full Roadmap to Freedom Resolution is available here, and it is relatively short.
 
Representative Jayapal’s January 27, 2021 press release is available here. 

Here is an article about the Roadmap from December, which helps to provide more context. 
 
Sponsors and Endorsements:

The Roadmap to Freedom is endorsed by:
 
Congressional Endorsements:
 
· Representative Pramila Jayapal (WA-07), 
· Representative Jesús “Chuy” García (IL-04), 
· Representative Veronica Escobar (TX-16), 
· Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (NY-14), 
· Representative Judy Chu (CA-27), 
· Representative Yvette Clarke (NY-09), 
· Representative Earl Blumenauer (OR-03), 
· Representative Cori Bush (MO-01), 
· Representative André Carson (IN-07), 
· Representative Danny Davis (IL-07), 
· Representative Adriano Espaillat (NY-13), 
· Representative Sylvia Garcia (TX-29), 
· Representative Jimmy Gomez (CA-34), 
· Representative Raúl Grijalva (AZ-03), 
· Representative Alcee Hastings (FL-20), 
· Representative Sheila Jackson Lee (TX-18), 
· Representative Hank Johnson (GA-04), 
· Representative Mondaire Jones (NY-17), 
· Representative Ro Khanna (CA-17), 
· Representative Barbara Lee (CA-13), 
· Representative Jim McGovern (MA-02), 
· Representative Grace Meng (NY-06), 
· Representative Eleanor Homes Norton (DC), 
· Representative Ilhan Omar (MN-05), 
· Representative Chellie Pingree (ME-01), 
· Representative Mark Pocan (WI-02), 
· Representative Ayanna Pressley (MA-07), 
· Representative Jan Schakowsky (IL-09), 
· Representative Adam Smith (WA-09), 
· Representative Mark Takano (CA-41), 
· Representative Rashida Tlaib (MI-13), 
· Representative Ritchie Torres (NY-15), 
· Representative Juan Vargas (CA-51), 
· Representative Nydia Velázquez (NY-07), and 
· Representative Bonnie Watson Coleman (NJ-12)
 
Organizational Endorsements:
 
· FIRM Action — the nation’s largest immigrant rights network made up of grassroots power-building organizations, with leaders who are directly impacted,
 
· More than 75 endorsing organizations including Families Belong Together, the Washington Defender Association, UndocuBlack Network, Bend the Arc Jewish Action, Church World Service:

	American Family Voices

	APACE C4

	APACE Votes

	Arkansas United

	Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC

	Asian Counseling and Referral Service

	Asian Pacific Institute on Gender-Based Violence

	Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project (ASAP)

	Bend the Arc Jewish Action

	Border Network for Human Rights

	Bridges Faith Initiative

	Burien & White Center Community Support Network

	California Partnership to End Domestic Violence

	CASA

	Casa Latina

	Central American Resource Center (CARECEN-LA)

	Church World Service

	Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)

	Common Defense

	Community Action Board of Santa Cruz County, Inc.

	Community Acupuncture Project

	Community Change Action

	Detention Watch Network

	Fair Immigration Reform Movement Action (FIRM Action))

	Faith Action Network

	Families Belong Together

	Hope Border Institute

	Idaho Coalition Against Sexual & Domestic Violence

	Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights

	Immigrant Defenders Law Center

	Immigrants' List Civic Action

	Immigration Hub

	Indivisible

	Inland Coalition for Immigrant Justice

	Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity

	Jewish Coalition for Immigrant Justice Northwest

	Laotian American National Alliance (LANA)

	Maine Coalition to End Domestic Violence

	Make the Road Nevada

	Make the Road New York

	Make the Road NJ

	Make the Road PA

	Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition

	National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum (NAPAWF)

	National Domestic Workers Alliance

	National Immigrant Justice Center

	National Immigration Law Center

	National Korean American Service & Education Consortium (NAKASEC)

	National Partnership for New Americans

	National Resource Center on Domestic Violence

	New York Immigration Coalition

	OneAmerica

	Our Revolution

	Physicians for Reproductive Health

	RAICES

	Refugee Women's Alliance

	Southeast Asia Resource Action Center

	Strengthening Sanctuary Alliance

	Sunrise Movement

	Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition

	TODEC Legal Center

	UltraViolet

	UndocuBlack Network

	United We Dream

	Wallingford Indivisible

	Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs (WCSAP)

	Washington Defender Association

	Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence

	Wind of the Spirit Immigrant Resource Center

	Women's Refugee Commission

	Young Invincibles


 
Compiled by Andrea Soroko Naar of the Jewish Coalition for Immigrant Justice NW and Congregation Beth Shalom’s Immigration and Sanctuary Committee with support from Marla Zink. If you are interested in learning more, would like to meet to discuss or have further questions, please contact Andrea Soroko Naar at andrea.soroko@gmail.com.
 
We hope you will endorse the Roadmap to Freedom!
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