
HB 1310 – Setting A State-wide standard for Use of Force 
Talking Points 

 
Deadly force should be a rarity.  

• 1310 authorizes officers to use force only when necessary to protect against an 
imminent threat.  

• That allows officers to protect themselves and others, and protects the public 
from unnecessary violence. 

  
The problem of police violence persists in our state.  

• Since I-940 passed two years ago, there have been over 100 police killings in 
WA, showing a need to address policies on use of force.  

• Where 940 set statewide standards for training on de-escalation, this bill 
addresses requirements to use de-escalation tactics. 

• This will change the culture of policing and align with community expectations 
that police use force only when necessary. 

  
1310 will reduce violence. 

• It will be safer for both officers and members of the public.  

• This bill emphasizes de-escalation over confrontation, and gives everyone a 
better chance of going home at night.  

• Putting limits on when and how force can be used will decrease violent police 
encounters and as a result will make our communities and the jobs of police 
officers safer. 

  
1310 will build trust in policing.  

• This bill addresses the everyday interactions between police and the community. 

• Excessive force traumatizes communities, erodes trust, and violates due 
process.  

• Reducing use of unnecessary physical force by police will increase trust. 

• Law enforcement depends on “legitimacy” in order to be effective.  Legitimacy 
requires respect of the community in day-to-day interactions. 

  
1310 sets consistent policies across the state.  

• There are about 300 departments and 300 use of force policies across the state. 

• It is critical to have a uniform, statewide standard for the use of force rather than 
a patchwork of policies.  

• Officers and the public should know what to expect from law enforcement.  

• A uniform standard will improve practices and outcomes across the state. 
  
1310 will increase public safety by increasing professionalism. 

• Officers have already been trained on de-escalation for over a decade.  

• It’s time to take the next step and set the expectation to put this training into 
practice.    

 


