
Faith Communities and Fossil Fuels

Faith Action Climate Team (FACT) is a grassroots organization in the greater Seattle area which
since 2016 has brought the prophetic voices of our varied faith traditions to the movement for
climate justice. Our faiths teach us that we must address the great moral challenge of our time:
human-caused climate disruption that is already harming our neighbors and is putting humanity
and other species in increasingly grave peril.

We would like to offer faith communities throughout Washington state information and resources
that may help your congregation face this great moral challenge. We have become aware that
religious congregations -- including many of our own -- too often operate their buildings and
programs in ways that once made sense but that we now know are contributing to climate
breakdown.

Our primary focus in this letter is helping congregations move away from heating systems that
rely on gas or oil, although we can also help you identify other personal and congregational
choices that result in climate-disrupting greenhouse gas emissions.  Why heating systems?
Statewide, buildings are the second-biggest emitters of greenhouse gases, after transportation,
and in some areas, such as those served by PSE, buildings are the largest emitters.

In February of 2021, the Seattle City Council passed new restrictions on the installation of gas
furnaces and gas water heaters in new commercial buildings (including places of worship);
existing buildings that undergo extensive renovations or HVAC upgrades will also be subject to
these restrictions.

Reducing our carbon footprint requires knowledge and planning. For instance, your
congregation may find it financially challenging to replace a still-functioning but polluting gas
furnace with a non-polluting electric heat pump. But with planning, you can make the decision --
and save the necessary dollars -- to make the switch at the end of the furnace’s lifetime (or
sooner). Your congregation will reap benefits from your actions. Did you know recent research
has shown that, in addition to disrupting the climate, gas stoves and ovens pose problems for
indoor air quality, contributing to a range of health problems, including heart disease and
asthma?

Beyond the moral imperative to put our own houses in order, know that you’re not alone.
Although we aren’t yet moving fast enough to address climate disruption, many individuals,
political jurisdictions, corporations and religious groups are moving in the right direction.
Hundreds of thousands of Americans are spending their hard-earned dollars to buy
non-polluting electric cars and heat pumps. East Shore Unitarian Church in Bellevue replaced
its fossil-fuel heating system with a heat pump system; they also sealed air leaks, added wall
and roof insulation, and installed better insulating windows - all of which reduced not only their
carbon emissions, but also their heat loss and operating expense. Owners of Seattle’s new
hockey and basketball arena teamed up with Amazon to put in heat pumps instead of natural
gas in the soon-to-open “Climate Pledge Arena.”



Faith Action Climate Team members are not technical experts. Rather, we are people of faith
who have learned much about the causes of global warming and some of the ways we can
address these causes.

We would be glad to meet online with you, with a small group of decision-makers -- perhaps
your buildings or social justice committee -- or with a larger group of congregation members to
discuss why and how you might consider additional steps to reduce your carbon footprint. We
can help steer you to helpful private and public resources.

Whether or not you meet with us, we encourage you to explore the online, user-friendly carbon
calculators from Cool Congregations; there is one calculator for congregations and another for
individual households. These calculators provide invaluable insight into the climate impacts of
your current activities and building infrastructure. (Note that Seattle residents who get their
electricity from Seattle City Light need to enter zero for their electricity usage! This is explained
further in our Discernment handout.)

We invite you to explore:
1. Discernment questions for you and your congregation
2. The harms of using gas and oil
3. Heat pumps and infrared heating systems, which are healthier and more climate-friendly

than gas
4. How to finance these changes
5. An overview of building electrification from Climate Solutions, a Northwest based

clean-energy nonprofit

Beyond the issues we’ve raised in this letter, FACT members are also available to take part in
worship services that help worshippers grapple with how they can reconcile their faith with the
existential threat posed by climate change. We have helped lead worship in four such “FACT on
the Road” services since 2019 - example service recordings are available, should you be
interested.

Please let us know if we can help you.

With love for our shared home,

Keith Ervin Elizabeth Burton
keithervin@msn.com bookmoose1@yahoo.com

on behalf of Faith Action Climate Team (FACT)
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