
Financing upgrades to your congregation’s buildings

Switching from a fossil-fuel heating source to a non-polluting source can be expensive.
Installing a heat pump will typically cost more than installing a fossil gas furnace.
Infrared radiant heat is less costly to install, but may be more suited to heating a
high-ceilinged sanctuary than an entire building complex.

Because of the potentially high up-front cost of an all-electric heating system, it is
important to keep in mind its long life span as well as the moral imperative to reduce our
climate-altering greenhouse gas emissions. And don’t forget that a heat pump also
serves as an air conditioner on hot summer days!

When energy efficiency improvements such as upgraded windows, insulation and
weather stripping are adopted at the same time a heat pump is installed, the combined
cost of those improvements will be largely or completely offset by lower energy bills in
the years to come.

Here are some ways faith communities have financed or might consider financing
upgrades to a cleaner heating source.

Leveraging the power of community

We’ve all gone through capital campaigns for various facility needs. When
congregations teach their members how fossil-fuel use endangers the lives of our
current and future neighbors, members want to do the right thing.

A campaign to decarbonize your sanctuary might ask:

● Will you consider making a substantial donation?
● Will you invest a portion of your savings in a 10-to-15-year low-interest loan? Or

perhaps an interest-free loan?
● Will you pledge an additional $100 per year for 10 years? $200 a year?

A commercial loan

Congregation members considering a home loan might consider Puget Sound
Cooperative Credit Union’s highly regarded Energy-Smart Loans program
(https://www.psccu.org/Borrow/Energy-Smart-Loans.aspx).

https://www.psccu.org/Borrow/Energy-Smart-Loans.aspx


Coming soon: C-PACER loan

The Washington Legislature in 2020 authorized a new financing tool for institutions to
fund clean-energy improvements, seismic retrofits, and fire and stormwater protection.
C-PACER (Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy and Resilience) can reduce
your congregation’s borrowing costs through longer-term, 15- to 30-year loans secured
by an assessment on your property. C-PACER loans are offered by several private
lenders which collect the payments much like a mortgage. If you sell your property, the
buyer assumes the debt. These loans will become available as counties set up
implementation programs -- something that is expected in the near future in King
County.

Plan for the future

Your congregation’s oil or gas heating system may still have five, 10 or 15 years of life
before it needs to be replaced or refurbished. The climate would be best served if you
replaced the system now; however, if this is not feasible, you can plan ahead for
installation of the kind of non-polluting heating and cooling system that will serve both
you and the planet, and that Seattle now requires when your building undergoes a
major upgrade. Start setting money aside now for the significant capital expense of
installing a non-polluting system when your current furnace approaches the end of its
life. You can finance the purchase with a combination of saved money, member
contributions and loans, and, if necessary, a commercial loan.

FACT Sheet from Faith Action Climate Team (FACT)


