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The Advocates for Racial Justice in Sentencing is a broad group of stakeholders who are committed to combatting the 
systemic inequities and institutional racism of the criminal legal system through holistic sentencing reform and 
decarceration efforts. We believe that the proposals outlined below would reduce sentences and provide an avenue for 
release for those who are serving life and long sentences. To be effective, these reforms must be retroactive and applied 
without reliance on false distinctions and racist assumptions about who is worthy of freedom and grace. Without these 
reforms, we believe that Washington’s criminal legal system will continue to inflict violence and harm, particularly against 
people and communities of color.  
   
Decrease all sentence lengths by increasing earned time accrual rates 
We support earned time legislation that increases the rate that incarcerated people can earn time off their sentence 
through participation in positive programming. We believe that any earned time proposal should be applied to every 
incarcerated person, regardless of crime and to all sentence enhancements. Focusing on increased earned time for only 
those people convicted of non-violent offenses only amplifies historic racial disparities in sentencing and excluding 
enhancements, particularly weapons enhancements, from earned time exacerbates the unfair sentencing practices of the 
past. For example, while Black people make up 18% of the prison population, Black people are subject to 25% of all weapons 
enhancements, and a stunning 44% of all multiple weapons enhancements, each of which carries a consecutive multi-year 
sentence. Any earned time accrual must apply to these enhancements.  
 
Give people who have served long sentences a “second look”  
We support “second look” legislation that provides independent review for people who have served 15 years in prison. 
Second look legislation was originally drafted by incarcerated people, in an effort to bring hope to those with long sentences 
and to address the systemic inequities in our criminal legal system that have led to disproportionate numbers of Black 
people and other people of color serving life and long sentences. Providing a chance of review for all people who have 
served extended sentences would allow them to apply for release based on the people they have become, not the people 
they were.  
 
Review the sentences of people convicted when they were under the age of 25  
We support legislation to provide an independent sentence review for people convicted between the ages of 18 and 25. 
This would not only make our sentencing practices in-line with current juvenile brain science but would also help mitigate 
Washington’s history of racially disproportionate sentencing. For example, while Black people comprise 4% of Washington’s 
population, they make up 32% of those who were sentenced to 15+ years as a young adult. 
 
Eliminate the use of juvenile criminal history when calculating an adult sentence 
We support legislation that retroactively bans the use of juvenile points in adult offender score calculations. This practice is 
inherently tied to the over-policing of communities of color and has resulted in people of color receiving disproportionately 
long sentences. For example, in a randomized sample of the currently incarcerated population, the average number of 
juvenile felonies for white people is 0.6, whereas the average number for Black people is 1.5 and 1.8 for Native people. 
When those juvenile crimes are counted in adult sentencing, people of color inevitably serve longer sentences than their 
white peers.  
 
 
  
 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


