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WASHINGTON COALITION FOR POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 
Families, Activists, and Organizations Pushing Forward 

Independent Criminal Investigations and Independent Prosecutions 
 
Who We Are: 
The WCPA centers families and communities impacted by police violence.  Members include families who have lost 
loved ones to police use of deadly force, I-940 campaign leaders, civil rights organizations, Tribes, labor unions, the faith 
community, and activists committed to ending the violence present in police culture and practices.   
 
What We Believe: 

• Police hold state-sanctioned power over life and death. They can de-escalate crises rather than escalate them. 
They can treat those they suspect of committing crimes with dignity, and stabilize dangerous situations safely 
and humanely. Every person’s life is sacred, and police must be held accountable for unnecessary violence. 

• More than two years have passed since I-940’s passage, yet unnecessary police injuries and killings of 
community members continue unabated. Stronger measures are required to motivate police officers and their 
employers to stop the violence. 

• Directly impacted families and community members must have a significant place at the table in addressing 
police accountability so that their lived experiences inform the development of policy.  

Independent Criminal Investigations and an Independent Prosecutor 
We believe that it is not possible for police to investigate other police, and remain impartial as they interview witnesses, 
collect evidence, view video, examine blood splatter and ballistics, prepare results, and make recommendations.  
Colleagues simply cannot investigate colleagues.  Police cannot investigate police. The investigations into the crime of 
assault or a homicide cannot be half-hearted, and must be rigorous and of high forensic quality.   The existing I-940 
system is not satisfactory because the investigations, while being out-sourced to neighboring jurisdictions, are not far 
enough removed from the law enforcement community itself.  Even the most careful investigation done in good faith 
and in compliance with I-940 is going to fall short because of the immense difficulty of investigating a colleague.  The 
mitigations in the I-940 WAC cannot fully inoculate against bias and the challenges of being completely impartial. 
 
Similarly, the local prosecutor is faced with conflicts of interest when weighing whether to file charges against an officer 
involved in a homicide of a member of the public.  For that reason, we are advocating for a prosecutor at a state-wide 
level, with no connection to local prosecutors.   
 
We support the recommendations of the Governor’s Task Force on Independent Investigations to: 

• Establish a state-wide entity for criminal investigation of injuries or deaths from police use of deadly force, 
custodial injuries and deaths, and sexual assault by police. 

• Establish at a state level a prosecutor independent of the county prosecutors. 

• Hire a director who is non-law enforcement.  

• Lead the new agency with an anti-oppression and racial equity framework.   

• Require that the new entity make a transition to a staff of non-law enforcement professional criminal 
investigators within five years.   

• Provide authority for the new entity to investigate all cases that occurred after I-940 was enacted, and any 
homicide before I-940. 

• Add an advisory board to the governance of the entity, with a super-majority of community members, tasked 
with hiring input for the director, and review of the agency metrics. 

• In addition to investigators, staff the agency with communication experts, community outreach positions, and 
family and tribal liaisons. 

We believe these state-wide independent offices will provide the necessary separation and impartiality to provide fair 
processes and just outcomes. 
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