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WASHINGTON COALITION FOR POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 
Families, Activists, and Organizations Pushing Forward 

Police Tactics  
 
Who We Are: 
The WCPA centers families and communities impacted by police violence.  Members include families who have lost 
loved ones to police use of deadly force, I-940 campaign leaders, civil rights organizations, Tribes, labor unions, the faith 
community, and activists committed to ending the violence present in police culture and practices.   
 
What We Believe: 

• Police hold state-sanctioned power over life and death. They can de-escalate crises rather than escalate them. 
They can treat those they suspect of committing crimes with dignity, and stabilize dangerous situations safely 
and humanely. Every person’s life is sacred, and police must be held accountable for unnecessary violence. 

• More than two years have passed since I-940’s passage, yet unnecessary police injuries and killings of 
community members continue unabated. Stronger measures are required to motivate police officers and their 
employers to stop the violence. 

• Directly impacted families and community members must have a significant place at the table in addressing 
police accountability so that their lived experiences inform the development of policy.  

Police Tactics – Addressing Discriminatory Policing. 
The police tactics legislation bans or restricts policing practices that historically have been used in a discriminatory 
manner, such as hot pursuits or chokeholds, or that are used to escalate violence rather than deescalate, such as the use 
of military equipment in communities.    
 
The proposal: 

• Bans all chokeholds and neck restraints. 

• Prohibits the use of unleashed police dogs to arrest or apprehend a person. 

• Bans tear gas. 

• Prohibits the acquisition and use of military equipment. 

• Requires that uniformed officers not conceal or cover up their badge information. 

• Prohibits no-knock warrants 

• Prohibits use of military-style equipment. 

• Restricts hot pursuits. 

• Restricts shooting at moving vehicles. 
 

The public policy: 

• Neck restraints require extensive training and are hard to do correctly in the moment.  

• Police dogs are used against Black Americans at a rate three times that of White Americans and in some locales 
the dogs are used almost exclusively against people of color. 

• In June 2020, over 1300 medical and public health professionals called for an end to the use of tear gas against 
the public. 

• Covering up badges clouds the identity of police, increases impunity, and reduces accountability. 

• No knock warrants are dangerous and the “facts” supporting them are often manufactured and false. 

• A review of data by the Atlanta Journal Constitution showed that military equipment correlated with more 
killings by police agencies.  

• Hot pursuits are often used against teenagers, people of color, and minor traffic infractions. 

• Shooting at moving vehicles should be allowed only if there is an imminent risk of serious physical harm from a 
weapon in the vehicle.   Otherwise, it is unnecessary and the risk outweighs the benefit. 

Enacting these bans and restrictions will make our communities much safer, will increase the well-being of people of 
color, especially Black men and women, Latinos, and Native Americans, and will change the overall culture of policing.  


