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While the smoke this summer made it hard 
to believe at times, the climate science shows 
that we still have a window of time—about 
a decade—to take bold action to address 
the climate crisis. The Washington State 
Legislature must take urgent action to reduce 
our carbon pollution and meet our climate 
goals already passed into law. Our health 
and the health of our state cannot wait, as we 
are already seeing climate impacts, including 
hotter temperatures, more frequent and 
fiercer wildfires, and flooding. The time is 
now—as the sooner we act, the faster we’ll 
benefit—for the Legislature to accelerate big 
solutions to the climate crisis.
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TRANSPORTATION
We all want clean, affordable, 
accessible, safe and efficient ways 
to get around.  Our transportation 
system is a crucial part of everyone’s 
life, enabling or restricting us from 
accessing essential services, job 
opportunities, or helping break 
the cycle of poverty. We all rely 
on our transportation system, yet 
transportation fuels are responsible 
for nearly half of our climate and 
harmful air pollution in Washington 
(46%). Cleaning up transportation 
pollution will help cut climate pollution 
and improve public health while 
addressing environmental racism in our 
transportation system.

BUILDINGS
Heating and powering our homes and 
businesses generates a substantial 
amount of our climate-changing 
pollution; our built environment is a 
major contributor to global warming 
and emissions are growing at a faster 
rate than any source of carbon pollution 
in Washington State.  If our homes and 
buildings were carbon-free and energy 
efficient, we would significantly reduce 
our climate pollution, drastically cut 
energy costs for owners and renters, and 
improve air quality where we live and 
work. In addition, where and how we 
build matters and planning should be 
consistent with our state’s climate goals.

CROSS SECTOR
We can have a thriving, equitable 
Northwest, powered by clean energy 
and we can lead and inspire the 
transition to sustainable prosperity 
across the nation and beyond. The 
fossil fuel industry’s resistance to 
innovation and progress toward a clean 
energy future means that we need a 
broad and committed movement to 
accelerate clean energy solutions to 
the climate crisis. With Washington’s 
natural resources, historic clean energy 
achievements, technology leadership, 
and emphasis on sustainable prosperity 
make our region a natural leader in the 
transition to a clean energy future.
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New research from Climate Solutions shows the 
optimal case for transportation decarbonization 
involves both electrification of nearly all vehicles on 
the road and reducing the new for vehicles through 
transit expansion, efficient land use policy, and 
more. If we achieve this low-carbon future, personal 
transportation costs in the Pacific Northwest will 
fall by an average of over $4,000 per year, annual 
healthcare costs across the region will be cut by 
as much as $626 million by 2050, and we’ll avoid 
hundreds of crash fatalities every year. The climate 
agenda for the 2021 session will set Washington on a 
path to achieving this future.  

CLEAN
TRANSPORTATION
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CLEAN FUEL STANDARD 
The Clean Fuel Standard will reduce the carbon intensity of 
fuels by 20% by 2035 and support the production and use 
of electricity and sustainable biofuels for transportation. 
Washington will join successful existing programs in Oregon, 
California, and British Columbia when we adopt the Clean 
Fuel Standard.  

TRANSPORTATION FUNDING & 
INVESTMENTS 
Washington State must adequately fund transportation options, including 
transit, but is short on funding. New sources of transportation revenue 
should be progressive, climate-forward, and flexible in how they can be 
spent. Investments should prioritize multimodal solutions and, for 18th 
amendment-restricted funds, prioritize preservation and maintenance 
over new road construction. 

Climate Solutions strongly supports well-designed carbon pricing as one 
way of funding a climate-friendly transportation revenue and investment 
package, as well as other sources like the Air Quality Surcharge, luxury 
transportation tax, Road Usage Charge, and more. All such sources 
should be designed to minimize impacts on low income populations, 
and maximize benefits for communities burdened by pollution and the 
workers who will build our clean energy future.  

Air Quality Surcharge 

An air quality surcharge would be a one-time charge on 
the sale of new vehicles and on the remaining life of a 
vehicle being retitled in Washington for the first time. The 
charge would vary based on a vehicle’s estimated lifetime 
greenhouse gas pollution. 

WHY CLEAN FUELS? 
Health: Leading public health organizations like the American Lung 
Association, Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility, and 
the Washington Academy of Family Physicians view a Clean Fuel 
Standard as one of the most important ways to improve air quality 
and reduce healthcare costs.  

Jobs: A greater reliance on clean fuels in Washington will support 
rural economic development by relying on our local clean fuel 
resources, such as dairy waste, forest residue, and wastewater 
treatment, creating jobs in those areas and for the electric vehicle 
industry. 

Environmental justice: Prioritizing clean air will also begin to 
address long-standing inequities in who is most impacted by 
pollution: lower income communities and communities of color.  

Cost savings: By creating value for electricity from low-carbon 
sources, this standard will allow utilities, fleet operators, and 
charging providers to reduce costs for electric vehicles and 
chargers. 

Customer freedom and choice: Every year, Washington consumers 
and businesses purchase approximately $9 billion of gasoline and 
diesel from out of state oil companies. By transitioning to clean 
fuels, we can keep this money in our state and provide more fueling 
options at the same time.  

WHY AN AIR QUALITY SURCHARGE? 
Funding needs: Washington is in urgent need of transportation 
funding. An Air Quality Surcharge would raise $2.3 billion or more 
in six years. 

Progressive and equitable revenue: Since it only applies to new 
vehicle purchases and retitling, an Air Quality Surcharge would be 
a progressive source of revenue that would only impact a small 
number of Washingtonians who are in the top fifth of income 
earners on average.  

Cleaner vehicles: An Air Quality Surcharge encourages cleaner 
vehicle purchases and spurs electric vehicle adoption.  
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Buildings are the fastest-growing source of 
emissions in Washington, which is largely 
attributable to the use of fossil gas for 
heating and cooking. Gas combustion also 
increases indoor and outdoor air pollution, 
making buildings the primary source of 
pollution-related deaths in the state, and puts 
residents at risk of gas leaks and explosions. 
Washington needs policies to move towards 
100% clean, all-electric buildings that will 
keep residents safe and healthy.    

CLEAN
BUILDINGS
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HOME HEATING ELECTRIFICATION 
A home heating electrification plan would clarify that public 
utilities have the authority to develop and demonstrate a 
business case for electrification incentives. The Washington 
legislature can clarify that public utilities have the authority to 
develop and demonstrate a business case for electrification 

incentives. 

REMOVE GAS PREFERENCES 
Washington State’s code currently creates preferences for fossil gas 
through language that declares it is the policy of the state to “preserve 
affordable natural gas” and classifies natural gas as a “clean energy 
source”. Changing these references to language that prioritizes affordable 
energy over gas will refocus the state’s priorities on clean sources of 
energy while preserving affordability as a key priority of state policy, 
regardless of which energy choice a Washington resident relies on. In 
addition, removing tax preferences for gas will save the state much-
needed money. 

WHY HOME HEATING ELECTRIFICATION? 
Health: Combusting fossil fuels in homes and buildings is not only a 
significant contributor to climate change, but also poses significant 
health risks from indoor air pollution. 

Incentives and choice: Currently, a resident that relies on a non-
electric energy source – such as wood stoves, heating oil, or a gas 
furnace – is ineligible to receive incentives from their public electric 
utility to upgrade to electric appliances.  

Equity: Low-income customers can currently also only receive 
public assistance to pay their bills for electric heating, not gas 
heating, so being able to make the switch with utility assistance is 
crucial for equitable outcomes. 

Net system benefits: Utility research from Seattle City Light, 
Tacoma Public Utilities, and others indicates that new electric 
load isn’t just good for the individual customer, it’s good for all 
customers by preventing rate increases and more efficiently 
utilizing the existing utility system. 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT
Even though climate change, housing affordability, and issues of 
environmental justice are having profound impacts in Washington, 
currently our state’s Growth Management Act (GMA) fails to address 
climate change. The GMA should be updated to reflect these realities 
and ensure our long-range planning leads to reduced climate pollution, 
more resilient communities, and adequate affordable housing. This must 
happen soon, before cities and counties embark on updating their next 
comprehensive plan, without including considerations for climate change, 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions, and consistency with the state 
energy strategy and climate goals. 
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CROSS SECTOR
With the economics of climate solutions 
improving rapidly and the business world 
making commitments that will further drive 
down costs, more people have access to clean 
energy every day. Beyond transportation 
and buildings, Washington’s climate policy 
must also include a focus on standards, 
investment, and justice in order to address 
the challenges before us at speed and scale.

CLEAN
ECONOMY
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CARBON PRICING 
Carbon pricing captures the costs of greenhouse 
gas emissions and ties them to their sources, both 
disincentivizing fossil fuel use and creating revenue to 
reinvest in healthy communities and renewable energy. 

BUY CLEAN, BUY FAIR 
Buy Clean policies, such as the policy passed in California in 2017, 
mandate that emissions from certain materials be documented and 
considered when contracting for state-funded infrastructure projects. 
Adding a Buy Fair element requires contractors and subcontractors to 
report on domestic labor law compliance in the countries where they 
produce goods and services, incentivizing clean and fair manufacturing. In 
2021, advocates will prioritize a bill that requires disclosure of embodied 
carbon and labor practices to ensure to help the state understand its 
procurement practices, and consider requirements in future sessions.  

WHY CARBON PRICING? 
Accounting for true costs: We’re already paying for carbon and 
greenhouse gas emissions through all the ways we adapt to climate 
change impacts, from healthcare costs to future-proofing our 
infrastructure and homes.  

Emissions reductions: Carbon pricing can generate revenue while 
reducing climate pollution.  

Jobs: Depending on policy choices, carbon pricing may produce 
$1.2 to $2.4 billion per biennium to be invested in revitalizing 
infrastructure, clean transportation, transit, and more.  

Reinvestment in communities: Revenue generated from carbon 
pricing can and should invest in frontline communities, particularly 
to mitigate the impacts of polluting industries on BIPOC (Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color) communities.Indigenous, and 
people of color) and low-income communities.  

WHY BUY CLEAN, BUY FAIR? 
Cleaner products: Buy Clean, Buy Fair would harness the state’s 
purchasing power to cut hidden, embodied carbon. Right now, 
Washington does not consider greenhouse gas emissions when 
purchasing materials for state infrastructure projects, allowing dirty 
manufacturers to be treated the same as those who have invested 
in emissions reductions technology. 

Protecting workers: Buy Clean, Buy Fair encourages contractors to 
produce and purchase goods from responsible manufacturers who 
have good labor practices. 

Leveling the playing field: California’s Buy Clean policy helped even 
the playing field for local manufacturers and their workers – many 
of which are union-represented.  

A Clean Fuel Standard works well in conjunction with carbon pricing. 
Reducing carbon pollution via a price alone is difficult; carbon pricing 
is most effective when revenues are reinvested in further emissions 
reductions. If carbon pricing revenue is used for state needs other than 
pollution mitigation and it is relied upon as the sole driver of carbon 
reductions, Washington State will not reduce its carbon emissions at 
the necessary scale. 

We need a Clean Fuel Standard to truly cut carbon in the 
transportation sector, protect our health, and to support local clean 
fuel production. Well-designed carbon pricing systems can be effective 
tools, but they are a complement, not a replacement, for a Clean Fuel 
Standard.  In California, their Clean Fuel Standard operates alongside 
their Cap and Trade system, which targets large, stationary emitters 
and petroleum distributors while the Clean Fuel Standard covers 
emissions from the transportation sector specifically.
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We can continue to  
lead on climate in 2021.

VLAD GUTMAN-BRITTEN
Washington Director 

vlad@climatesolutions.org

KELLY HALL
Senior Policy Manager

kelly.hall@climatesolutions.org

Have questions or want more info? Get in touch with us. 

LEAH MISSIK
WA Transportation Policy Manager

leah.missik@climatesolutions.org

DEEPA SIVARAJAN 
WA Policy Manager 

deepa.sivarajan@climatesolutions.org 
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