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Voting Rights Restoration 
HB 2992/SB 6228 (2020) will strengthen democracy and reduce recidivism by automatically restoring the 

freedom to vote to those under community supervision, after they have been released from total 

confinement under the Department of Corrections. It will also require DOC staff to provide a voter 

registration form and written instructions for re-registering. This will give a second chance to 

Washingtonians who are disenfranchised because of criminal convictions in their past. 

 

Restoring people’s rights… 

 

• Encourages successful reentry and reduces recidivism. Research shows that access to the 

ballot increases the chances of a successful transition from the criminal legal system to society and 

is proven to be one piece of the large puzzle to reducing recidivism.  

 

• Advances civil rights and strengthens our democracy. The right to vote forms the core of 

American democracy and our democracy is strengthened through equitable access to the ballot. 

The disenfranchisement rate for Black citizens is roughly four times that of all other Americans. 

Eliminating legal barriers to voting for returning citizens helps to address racial inequity created 

by felony disenfranchisement laws and builds a stronger, more vibrant democracy through 

participation.   

 

• Invests in people and the communities they return to. Preventing returning citizens from 

voting hinders reintegration into communities. There is no penological justification for punishing 

people after they have been released from prison. Rather Washington should encourage returning 

citizens to invest in their communities through voting. This investment pays dividends in public 

safety, reduced recidivism, and increased civic involvement. 

o Some claim restoring voting rights is disrespectful or harmful to survivors of crime and 

their loved ones. But the fact is that most people in Washington’s correctional facilities 

have faced significant trauma in their lives. The vast majority of incarcerated women and 

transgender people have been victims of severe domestic violence, sexual violence, and 

trafficking, often endured over a lifetime. Many incarcerated men also have painful 

histories of abuse and trauma. People of color and people in poverty are routinely 

incarcerated for crimes that others are not. All of our communities—especially those 

harmed by economic hardship and institutionalized racism—deserve accountability, 

healing, and restoration. Washington can promote these aims with measures, like restoring 

the right to vote, that aid the successful integration of returning citizens into their 

communities. 

 

• Produces proven results. Indiana, Utah, and Ohio are among the 17 states and the District of 

Columbia that extend the freedom to vote to all citizens who are no longer incarcerated. In fact, 

law enforcement officials and criminal justice experts across the nation support automatic 

restoration policies like HB 2992/SB 6228 (2020).  

 

WHO WE ARE: The Washington State Voting Rights Restoration Coalition is a community of people and 

organizations who are seeking justice for our families and neighbors impacted by our criminal justice 

system. We are a coalition that supports the restoration of voting rights to those formerly incarcerated in 

order to support their successful reintegration into our community. Our priorities align with our core 

values and thus we are committed to supporting legislation that aligns with our collective values of 

humanity, empowerment, racial equity, inclusion, and a free Democracy. 
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