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Opening Blessing



One on One Introductions

• Tell a bit about your family history.  

• How many generations can you go back?

• Do you have a tribal affiliation?

• Did your ancestors settle on tribal land?  

• Do you know which tribe?

• What relationship to you have with tribal neighbors?



Tribes in the NW



Gathering Prayer

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are 
and all you bring to us for our visit within 
your Creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel 
in the center of this sacred circle through 
which all of Creation is related. You show us 
the way to live a generous and 
compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
live together with respect and commitment as 
we grow in your spirit, for you are God, now 
and forever. Amen. 



Our Baptismal Covenant

“Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself?”

The People: “I will, with God’s help.”

“Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity of every human being?”

The People: “I will, with God’s help.” 



Isaiah Chapter 58
“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 
with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the 
hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
and your night will become like the noonday. 
11 The LORD will guide you always; 
he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched 
land and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, 
like a spring whose waters never fail. 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 
and will raise up the age-old foundations; 
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 
Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.” 

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have 
chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and 
untie the cords of the yoke, to set the 
oppressed free and break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your food with the 
hungry and to provide the poor wanderer 
with shelter— when you see the naked, to 
clothe them, and not to turn away from 
your own flesh and blood? 
8 Then your light will break forth like the 
dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness will go before you, 
and the glory of the LORD will be your rear 
guard. 
9 Then you will call, and the LORD will 
answer; you will cry for help, and he will 
say: Here am I. 



Land Grants 
a landmark case citing the Doctrine of Discovery
Johnson v. M'Intosh in 1823 Chief Justice John Marshall

1812 -My ancestor John 
Beight received his land 
grant from President 
James Madison

My Great, Great, Great Uncle
John Bieght, and
My Great, Great, Grandfather 
Hosea Beight

John Beight II 
(born 1823) 
and Mary 
Beight (born 
1824)





http://delawaretrib
e.org/blog/2013/06
/27/the-walking-
purchase/

http://sctribe.com/

http://miaminatio
n.com/

http://www.shawnee-
tribe.com/

http://www.wyan
dotte-nation.org/

http://delawaretribe.org/blog/2013/06/27/the-walking-purchase/
http://sctribe.com/
http://miamination.com/
http://www.shawnee-tribe.com/
http://www.wyandotte-nation.org/


Chief Justice Marshall Decision

• On the discovery of this immense continent, the great nations of 
Europe ... as they were all in pursuit of nearly the same object, it was 
necessary, in order to avoid conflicting settlements, and consequent 
war with each other, to establish a principle which all should 
acknowledge as the law by which the right of acquisition, which they 
all asserted, should be regulated as between themselves. This 
principle was that discovery gave title to the government by whose 
subjects, or by whose authority, it was made, against all other 
European governments, which title might be consummated by 
possession. ... The history of America, from its discovery to the 
present day, proves, we think, the universal recognition of these 
principles.[5]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discovery_doctrine#cite_note-Marshall-5


Unoccupied  Terra Nullius

• Speaking about the English charter given to John Cabot, Marshall 
noted that Cabot was authorized to take possession of lands, 
"notwithstanding the occupancy of the natives, who were heathens, 
and, at the same time, admitting the prior title of any Christian 
people who may have made a previous discovery.“

• the term "unoccupied lands" referred to "the lands in America which, 
when discovered, were 'occupied by Indians' but 'unoccupied' by 
Christians.

• Two Kinds of People: Robert Francis.  “The first words this little boy 
said to me were, “Are you a person or are you an Indian?” 

http://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/exploration/1496-cabot-patent.php


Some Roots of Racism

• Aristotle (384 – 322 BCE): The part of the human soul with 
reason is unique to humans. Humans have the ability to reason.

• St. Augustine (354 – 430 BCE): Human beings are rational, and 
the rational are entitled to dominate the irrational.

• St. Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274): Introduced the concept of 
“soul layering,” the universe is a hierarchy with God at the top, 
each layer serves the layer above it, animals serve Man.

• John Locke, (1632 – 1704), Second Treastise of Government, 
uncultivated land was not owned, new arrivals saw the vastness 
of the land, and deemed it was open for the taking. 



Doctrine of Discovery:  
The Papal Bulls

• Dum Diversas (Until different) June 18, 1452 by Pope Nicholas V. authorized Afonso V of Portugal to 
go to the western coast of Africa, and to “capture, vanquish and subdue the Saracens, pagans and 
other enemies of Christ, and put them into perpetual slavery and to take all their possessions and 
their property.”

• Romanus Pontifex (Pontiff of Rome) January 5, 1455 ... [W]e bestow suitable favors and special 
graces on those Catholic kings and princes, ... athletes and intrepid champions of the Christian faith 
... to invade, search out, capture, vanquish, and subdue all Saracens and pagans whatsoever, and 
other enemies of Christ whosesoever placed, and ... to reduce their persons to perpetual slavery, and 
to apply and appropriate ... possessions, and goods, and to convert them to ... their use and profit... 

• Inter Caetera (Among other works), May 4, 1493, Pope Alexander VI, one Christian nation did not 
have the right to establish dominion over lands previously dominated by another Christian nation.

• Together, the Dum Diversas, the Romanus Pontifex and the Inter Caetera came to serve as the basis 
and justification for the Doctrine of Discovery, the global slave-trade of the 15th and 16th centuries, 
and the Age of Imperialism.



1492 - 1500 Columbus - Governor of Bohi’o
(Espanola), the First Colony 

• “There were 60,000 people living on this island [when I arrived in 1508], 
including the Indians; so that from 1494 to 1508, over three million people 
had perished from war, slavery and the mines. Who in future generations 
will believe this?” - Bartolomé de las Casas

• “The Indian population died off rapidly from exhaustion, 
starvation, disease, and other causes. By 1548 the Taino population, 
estimated at 1 million in 1492, had been reduced to approximately 500. 
The consequences were profound. The need for a new labor force to meet 
the growing demands of sugarcane cultivation prompted the importation 
of African slaves beginning in 1503. By 1520, black African labor was used 
almost exclusively.” – History of Dominican Republic

• Taino People “The rumors of our demise are greatly exaggerated.”

http://mukaro.wixsite.com/taino


Requirimiento, Palcios Rubios 1510 

• “But if you do not do this (accept Spanish rule) and maliciously 
make delay in it, I certify to you that, with the help of God, we 
shall powerfully enter into your country, and shall make war 
against you in all ways and manners that we can, and shall 
subject you to the yoke and obedience of the Church and of 
their highnesses; we shall take you, and your wives, and your 
children, and shall make slaves of them, and as such shall sell 
and dispose of them as their highnesses may command; and 
we shall take away your goods, and shall do you all the 
mischief and damage that we can, as to vassals who do not 
obey, and refuse to receive their lord, and resist and contradict 
him; and we protest the deaths and losses which shall accrue 
from this are your fault, and not that of their highnesses, or 
ours, nor of these cavaliers who come with us …”



Hutuey died 2/2/1512

Taino Chief, Cuba’s first national hero

Before he was burned, a priest asked him if he 
would accept Jesus and go to heaven. Las Casas 
recalled the reaction of the chief:
[Hatuey], thinking a little, asked the religious man 
if Spaniards went to heaven. The religious man 
answered yes... The chief then said without further 
thought that he did not want to go there but to 
hell so as not to be where they were and where he 
would not see such cruel people. This is the name 
and honor that God and our faith have earned.

- Bartolomé de las Casas



First Christian Church built in Central 
America, San Jacinto, in 1524 in Salcaja, 
Guatemala.  Also known as La 
Conquistadora. 



1557 Pedro Santander,  Florida: Land of Promise

• “This is the promised Land possessed by idolators, Amorites, 
Amulekites, Moabites, Cannanites.  This is the land promised by God  
in the Holy Scriptures to take it from them, being idolators, and by 
reason of their idolatry and sin, to put them all to the knife, leaving 
no living thing save maidens and children, their cities robbed and 
sacked, their walls and houses leveled to the earth.”



A City Upon a Hill

• 1619 First Record of African Slavery in Colonial America

• 1630 Massachusetts Bay Colony 
• Puritanism

• Model of Christian Charity

• American Exceptionalism

• Chosen People

• A light to the nations

• 1777 Vermont Republic,  Abolished Slavery

• 1780 Pennsylvania 1st State to Abolish Slavery



Manifest Destiny – John O’Sullivan, 1845

• Prominent editor who coined the term “Manifest Destiny,” which defended 
U.S. westward expansion and claims into Texas, Oregon and California.

• Americans are the chosen people with a divinely-inspired mission to share 
their knowledge with the less fortunate, usually Native Americans and non-
Europeans

• “ the right of our manifest destiny to over spread and to possess the whole 
of the continent which Providence has given us for the development of the 
great experiment of liberty … is right such as that of the tree to the space 
of air and the earth suitable for the full expansion  of its principle and 
destiny of growth.”

• Native America, Discovered and Conquered, Thomas Jefferson, Lewis and 
Clark and Manifest Destiny, by Robert J. Miller, Esq. (Eastern Shawnee) 
(2006)



The Episcopal Church Exposes the Doctrine of Discovery

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/video/episcopal-church-exposes-doctrine-discovery




A time line of the Legacy of the DoD

• Walk around the circle of events depicted.

• Do you know anything about any of these events?

• Have a personal story connected with one of these events?

• Discuss events with others as you walk around.

• We will come back and share our findings and ask more questions.



Legacy of the Doctrine of Discovery

• 1830 Trail of Tears, Indian Removal Act
• 1850 Clearlake Massacre
• 1851-89 Indian Appropriation Acts 
• 1855 Treaties of Walla Walla

• with the Yakama Nation etc

• 1862 38 Tears of Bishop Whipple
• 1863 Whitestone Massacre
• 1864 Sand Creek, Co Massacre
• 1877 Nez Perce War – Chief Joseph
• 1879 First Indian Boarding School, Carlisle, PA
• 1887 General Allotment Act (Dawes Act)



Legacy Continued

• 1890 Wounded Knee Massacre

• 1917 Indians allowed in public schools

• 1924 Indian Citizenship Act

• 1934 Indian Reorganization Act (Indian New Deal)

• 1954 Termination Act

• 1956 Relocation Act

• 1968 Indian Civil Rights Act

• 1973 Wounded Knee  American Indian Movement (AIM)



Legacy Continued

• 1975 The Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act

• 1978 American Indian Religious Freedom Act

• 1978 Indian Child Welfare Act

• 1992 National Historic Preservation Act amended to include THPO’s

• 2010 Tribal Law and Order Act

• 2012 Retrocession

• 2015 Violence Against Women Act

• 2016 Tribes demand overhaul in consultation process on energy 
projects



Doctrine of Discovery Continues to be cited

• 1831 Cherokee Nation v. Georgia, decision used the Doctrine of Discovery to support the concept 
that tribes were not independent states but "domestic dependent nations".[6]

• 1955: US Supreme Court case Tee-Hit-Ton Indians v. United States relied on the doctrine of 
discovery. The court ruled that because “Tee-Hit-Tons were in a hunting and fishing stage of 
civilization” they had only a limited right of occupancy, and therefore the US was not required to 
reimburse the Tee-Hit-Ton for timber harvested from their land.

• 1978 The decisions in Oliphant v. Suquamish Indian Tribe, and 1990 Duro v. Reina used the 
doctrine to prohibit tribes from criminally prosecuting first non-Indians, then Indians who were 
not a member of the prosecuting tribe.

• 2001 US testimony before the UN regarding 24 million acres of Shoshone land: “as a result of 
European discovery, the Native Americans had a right to occupancy and possession.” But “tribal 
rights to complete sovereignty were necessarily diminished by the principle that discovery gave 
exclusive title to those who made it.” 

• 2005: US Supreme Court case City of Sherrill v. Oneida Nation of Indians relied on doctrine of 
discovery "Under the 'doctrine of discovery...' fee title (ownership) to the lands occupied by 
Indians when the colonists arrived became vested in the sovereign-first the discovering European 
nation and later the original states and the United States."

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discovery_doctrine#cite_note-Newcomb-6


Living the Doctrine (start at 20:22)



Some Elements of the Ongoing Impact

• Loss of Land, Forced Relocation

• Loss of Culture

• Loss of Language

• Loss of Religion 

• Children Taken Away

• Forced Assimilation

• Abrogation of Sovereignty through 

• Broken Treaties and Court Rulings  

• Violence against Native women

• Poverty

• Lack of Access to Quality Education 

• and Health Care

• Environmental Degradation

• Destruction and Raiding of Sacred Places  

• Appropriation and Misappropriation

• Being Reduced to Stereotypes

• Racist Sports Team Names and Images

• Not Being Recognized as Being Here Today

• Alcoholism and Drug Addiction

• Being Involved in Gangs

• Genocide 

• Homicide

• Suicide

• Biopiracy

• Resource extraction



United Nations Definition of Genocide

• General Assembly Resolution 260A (III) Article 2 In the 
present Convention, genocide means any of the following 
acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, 
a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: 
(a) Killing members of the group; 
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of 
the group; 
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life 
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole 
or in part; 

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within 
the group; 

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another 
group



Population

• Estimates of Pre-Columbian Native population in the Americas range 
from 10 to 100 million

• Depopulation by disease: estimates as high as 90% of the population

• 1900 Census: 237,196 (down 10,000 from the previous decade)

• Current number of Federally Recognized Tribes: 566

• Current Native American and Alaska Native Populations: 

5.2 million (2010 Census) about 2% of US population



Extermination

• "That a war of extermination will continue to be waged between the 
races, until the Indian race becomes extinct, must be expected. While 
we cannot anticipate this result but with painful regret, the inevitable 
destiny of the race is beyond the power or wisdom of man to avert." -
- Peter Burnett, the first American governor of California - 1850



The Purpose of Residential Schools

Richard H. Pratt, Carlisle Indian School, founded 1879, United States:
"A great general has said that the only good Indian is a dead one. In a sense, I 

agree with the sentiment, but only in this: that all the Indian there is in the 
race should be dead. Kill the Indian in him and save the man.“

Duncan Campbell Scott, Dept of Indian Affairs, Canada (1913-1932)
“I want to get rid of the Indian problem. I do not think as a matter of fact, 

that this country ought to continuously protect a class of people who are 
able to stand alone. That is my whole point. Our Object is to continue until 
there is not a single Indian in Canada that has not been absorbed into the 
body politic, and there is no Indian question, and no Indian department 
and that is the whole object of this Bill.



Economics of Boarding Schools

Carl Schurz, Secretary of the Interior, 1877 – 1881:

Concluded that it would cost a million dollars to kill an Indian in 
warfare, whereas it cost only $1,200 to school an Indian child for 
eight years.

Henry Teller, Secretary of the Interior, 1882 – 1885: 

Argued that it would cost $22 million to wage war against Indians 
over a ten-year period, but would cost less than a quarter of that 
amount to educate 30,000 children for a year.



United States: 153 boarding schools
Canada:  120 residential schools



Off-reservation Boarding Schools in the United States
An estimated 100,000 Native children directly were affected. 



Chiricahua Apache 
at Carlisle
Upon arrival in 
November 1886



Chiricahua Apache
Four months later in 
March 1887



Goals of Residential Schools

• Assimilation – making the Native people accept Western values: 
nuclear family, private property, material wealth, individuality

• Academics: speaking English, reading, writing, then later math, 
science, history, arts

• Eradication of Native culture

• Religious training in Christianity



Deaths and Other Information
• United States: 

100,000 Native children attended boarding schools

• Deaths: “At Chemawa, (Oregon) a cemetery contains headstones of 189 students 
who died at the school, and these represent only the ones whose bodies were 
not returned home for burial.”

• “Thousands of children have died in these schools, through beatings, medical 
neglect and malnutrition. The cemetery at Haskell Indian School alone has 102 
student graves, and at least 500 students died and were buried elsewhere.” 

• Carlisle, Penn: From 1879 until 1918, over 10,000 Native American children from 
140 tribes attended Carlisle; however, only 158 students graduated.

• Canada: 
150,000 Native children attended residential schools

• 4,000 deaths documented, “Dr. Peter Bryce, general medical superintendent for 
Indian Affairs reported to the Ministry that between 1894-1908 the mortality rate 
in western Canadian residential schools was between 35%-60%. The statistic 
became public in 1922. That is between 52,500 - 90,000 children unaccounted 
for!”



Some of the Impacts 
of the Residential Schools

Loss of culture (foods, medicines, skills, relationships) 

Loss of identity 

Loss of language

Loss of parenting skills

Death

Sickness

Sterilized without consent 

Psychological, emotional, physical, sexual abuse

Being disconnected from family and community

Historical Trauma 

Alcoholism and drug addiction

Domestic violence



Today
Native Americans are among the poorest, least educated, and most neglected populations in the 

United States.

Native Americans in 1982 had the highest high school drop-out rate of any ethnic group, only 55 
percent of American Indians completed high school (national average is 84.1 percent)

40 percent of First Nations people in Canada between the ages of 20 and 24 did not have a high 
school diploma. For those living on reserves, 61 percent hadn’t finished high school (non-
aboriginal rate is 13 percent)

Native Canadian children are more likely to go to jail than graduate from high school. First Nations 
people in Canada make up less than four percent of the general population, but account for 22 
percent of prison inmates. 

Native men are admitted to prison at 4 times the rate of white men.  Native women are admitted to 
prison at 6 times the rate of white women.

The racial group most likely to be killed by law enforcement is Native Americans .



Today (continued)

More than 75 percent of Native people on reservations in California,  Colorado, Nevada, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming have not completed high school

17 percent have attended college (national average is 62 percent)

4 percent graduated from a four-year institution; Native people are more likely to have less than a 
ninth grade education than to have a college diploma

2 percent have attended graduate school

Less than one percent completed graduate school.

Native Americans have the lowest number of college graduates of  any group in the United States. 



Today (continued)

• In 1989, 31 percent of Native Americans were living below the poverty level 
versus 13 percent national poverty level.

• 38 percent unemployed; half the population on some reservations

• Counties on Native American reservations are among the poorest in the country, 
nearly 60 percent of all Native Americans live in these persistently poor counties.

• Blackfoot Reservation in Montana, the annual unemployment rate is 69 percent. 

• Only 36 percent of males in high-poverty Native communities have full-time, 
year-round employment. 



Native People in the Cities

• Poverty rate is 20.3 percent compared to 12.7 percent of general 
urban population

• Three times more likely to be homeless than non-Indians

• 38 percent higher rates of accidental deaths

• 126 percent higher rates of liver disease and cirrhosis

• 178 percent higher rates of alcohol-related deaths

• Urban Native women have considerably lower rates of prenatal care, 
higher rates of infant mortality than even their reservation 
counterparts within the same state.



Violence and Native Americans

• American Indians and Alaska Natives experienced the worst rate of 
violent crime in the nation in 2000 (Dept. of Justice)

Native Americans were the victims of violence at rates far surpassing 
every racial and ethnic group.

• 46 percent of American Indian and Alaska Native women in the U.S. 
have been raped, physically assaulted, or stalked by an intimate 
partner.

The rape statistic for Native American women was the highest among 
all ethnic groups. 

• 70 percent or more of violence experienced by Native American women 
is committed by persons not of the same race



Suicide and Native Americans

• Suicide ranked as the eighth leading cause of death for Native 
Americans

• For ages 10 to 34, suicide ranked as the second leading cause of 
death. 

• From 1999 to 2004, Native American males in the 15 to 24 year 
old age group had the highest suicide rate

• Native American youth have more serious problems with mental 
health disorders related to suicide, such as depression, anxiety, 
and substance abuse. 



Tribal Sovereignty

• “Tribal Sovereignty can be said to consist more of continued cultural 
integrity than of political powers . . . to the degree that a tribal nation 
loses its sense of cultural identity, to that degree it suffers a loss of 
sovereignty.” 

• Vine Deloria Jr. author Custer Died for Your Sins, God is Red



Dakota Access Pipeline

2014, the proposed route of 
the DAPL went through the 
city of Bismarck (61,000 
residents, 92 percent white). 
The Army Corps of Engineers 
determined that the pipeline 
could contaminate drinking 
water, so it was rerouted to 
pass near Standing Rock. The 
proposed pipeline is 1,172 
miles long from Bakken Shale 
Formation to Refineries in 
Illinois.



Bakken Pipeline, owned by Energy 
Transfer Partners, L.P., Houston, TX 

Transport 450,000 barrels of crude oil per 
day from the Bakken fields of North Dakota 
to Patoka, Illinois



Dakota Access Pipeline

• A History of Native Americans Protesting the Dakota Access Pipeline

Ocete Sakowin Camp

http://m.motherjones.com/environment/2016/09/dakota-access-pipeline-protest-timeline-sioux-standing-rock-jill-stein


Lack of Consultation with Tribe

April 1, 2016 Sacred Stone Camp began, two additional camps: Oceti Sakowin Camp and the 
Red Warrior Camp, 

200 flags are now present representing tribes from around the world.  

including from the flag of the Episcopal Church.

Issues Voiced by the Standing Rock Nation:

1. Potential pollution of their water source in the event of a spill

2. The disturbance of sacred sites and burial grounds

3.  Call for a full Environmental Impact study

4. Denial of permit to cross the Missouri Rive

5. Investigation by the Department of Justice into the excessive use force, wrongful arrests 
and other conduct of local law enforcement. 



The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
and Primate, The Episcopal Church

“I stand with the people of Standing Rock in 
their efforts to respect and protect the 
Missouri River. We know that the right to 
clean water is an internationally recognized 
human right and that all too often 
indigenous communities, other people of 
color, and our most vulnerable communities 
throughout the world are the ones most at 
risk of losing access to clean water. As we 
join the people of Standing Rock, we also 
recognize that their stand is one that joins 
the fight for racial justice and reconciliation 
with climate justice and caring for God's 
creation as a matter of stewardship.” 
(August 25, 2016)

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
at Standing Rock during 
September 24 and 25, 2016



Yakama Chairman JoDe Goudy



At the Dakota Access 
Pipeline Site



More Scenes from Oceti Sakowin

http://www.ocetisakowincamp.org/


Water Protectors



Clergy Standing with Standing Rock

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1826671470951425/


Clergy Standing With Standing Rock



Resolutions Repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery 
and other statements - Various Faith Communities
Anglican Church in Canada
Community of Christ
Catholic Church in Canada
Christian Reformed Church
Disciples of Christ (Christian)
Episcopal Church USA
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada – 2015 Resolution
ELCA in America synod resolutions
Leadership Conference of Women Religious – 2014 Resolution
Mennonites USA
Presbyterian Church USA
Unitarian Universalist – 2012 Resolution
United Church of Christ – 2013 Resolution
United Methodist Church
Quaker Indigenous Rights Committee
World Council of Churches 2012 Statement

http://www.doctrineofdiscovery.org/A086-R1-ACIP-Repudiate-the-Doctrine-of-Discovery.pdf
https://healingmnstories.wordpress.com/2016/06/16/community-of-christs-international-body-renounces-the-doctrine-of-discovery/
https://tworowtimes.com/catholic-churh-canada-reupdiates-doctrine of discovery-terra-nullis/
https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/doctrine_of_discovery.pdf
http://www.manataka.org/page2695.html
http://www.episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts/acts_resolution-complete.pl?resolution=2009-D035
http://elcic.ca/Documents/documents/DoctrineofDiscoveryMotionFINAL.pdf
https://healingmnstories.wordpress.com/2016/05/11/lutheran-church-elca-moves-towards-repudiating-the-doctrine-of-discovery-native-leaders-meet-pope/
https://lcwr.org/social-justice/doctrine-discovery
http://mennonitesusa.org/what-we-do/undoing-racism/doctrine-of-discovery/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2016/8/29pcusa-offers-support-standing-rock-sioux-protest/
http://www.uua.org/multiculturalism/dod
http://www.ucc.org/justice_racism_doctrine-of-discovery
http://calms2012.umc.org/Text.aspx?mode=Petition&Number831
https://www.fgcquaker.org/sites/www.fgcquaker.org/files/attachments/Doctrine of Discovery FAQ's.pdf
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/executive-committee/2012-02/statement-on-the-doctrine-of-discovery-and-its-enduring-impact-on-indigenous-peoples




Other statements

• 2006 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

• Parliament of World Religions gathering in 2015 issued a Declaration 
for Action to Stand with Indigenous Peoples: 
http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/civicrm/petition/sign?sid=7
&reset=1

• Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/index.php?p=3

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/civicrm/petition/sign?sid=7&reset=1
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/index.php?p=3


Interfaith-Native American Planning Group Mission Statement

As representatives of Northwest faith communities, we affirm the sovereignty of Native peoples and commit to working 
together in the ongoing struggle to overturn the injustices done in the name of Manifest Destiny, progress, and use of land 
and resources. We further commit to addressing the impact of continued unjust actions and misunderstandings that 
undermine sovereignty, to upholding the rights and privileges of tribal communities, and to standing together to foster peace 
and justice for all. We pledge:

1. to support Native efforts to practice spiritual teachings;

2. to encourage faith communities to deepen relationships with Native peoples;

3. to advocate for Native peoples as requested;

4. to work for a shared future that fully acknowledges past wrongs.

Ad hoc planning group, currently with participants from United Methodist, Lutheran, Episcopal, American Baptist, United 
Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ, Buddhist, and Catholic faith communities. This is a multi-faith effort and new partners are 
welcome. We meet monthly.





Tribes in the Northwest
Working for recognition of the 
Duamish Nation



Ten Things 
• Know Your Neighbors.

• Celebrate the 2nd Monday in October as Indigenous Peoples’ Day & November as National American Indian 
Heritage Month

• Celebrate cultural diversity, work on projects of language and cultural revitalization.

• Movie and discussion:  Doctrine of Discovery, In the Name of Christ https://dofdmenno.org/movie or The 
Doctrine of Discovery: Unmasking The Domination Code.” 

• Book Study:  Clara Sue Kidwell's "Native American Theology" or Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz' "An Indigenous 
People's History of the US.”  (See more on resource page)

• Organize a service/learning trip with Yakama Christian Mission or The Campbell Farm on the Yakama Nation.

• Join the National Boarding School Healing Coalition and other Truth and Reconciliation efforts.

• Stand in solidarity with Native Americans & First Nation people's as they protect sacred sites & the 
environment. (See specific actions)

• Work with Tribal communities to address issues impacting sovereignty, poverty alleviation, suicide prevention, 
violence against women, substance abuse prevention, Asset Based Community Development efforts, e.g
Yakama Nation Wellness Coalition.

• Donate space for a Red Road to Wellbriety weekly circle and other support groups.

https://dofdmenno.org/movie


Specific Actions
• National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition 

http://www.boardingschoolhealing.org/
• Maine Truth & Reconciliation project: 

http://www.mainewabanakitrc.org. 
• Center for Environmental Law and Policy (CELP) and their work with 

tribes for a new Columbia River Treaty and the addition of watershed 
health as a key goal of the next 
treaty. http://www.celp.org/programs/crt/

• Stand with the Standing Rock Sioux, Go there, Sign this Petition
• Donate to Standing Rock Sioux for winter camps and sign petition
• Idol No More  http://www.idlenomore.ca/
• Native Lives Matter https://www.facebook.com/nativelivesmatter1/

http://www.boardingschoolhealing.org/
http://www.mainewabanakitrc.org/
http://www.celp.org/programs/crt/
https://action.groundswell-mvmt.org/petitions/dear-pres-obama-will-you-honor-your-commitment-to-protect-the-people-of-standing-rock
http://standwithstandingrock.net/
http://www.idlenomore.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/nativelivesmatter1/


Specific Actions Continued

• “Toward Right Relationship” experiential learning program around 
the Doctrine of Discovery: developed by Boulder Friends Meeting, 
www.boulderfriendsmeeting.org/ipc-right-relationship

• Earth Ministry’s work with indigenous communities around 
resistance to coal and crude oil exports.
http://earthministry.org/qal-the-belief-2016-totem-pole-journey/

• http://earthministry.org/lummi-treaty-rights-upheld-cherry-point-
coal-export-denied/

http://www.boulderfriendsmeeting.org/ipc-right-relationship
http://earthministry.org/qal-the-belief-2016-totem-pole-journey/
http://earthministry.org/lummi-treaty-rights-upheld-cherry-point-coal-export-denied/


Different Ways to Read this Scripture

• I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, 
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for 
us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this 
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him 
at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet 
and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

- Ephesians 1:17-23



Four Readings of the Bible in Latin America

• Bible and Conquest

• Rejection of the Bible

• Popular Reading of the Bible

• Indigenous Hermeneutics

“The Bible and 500 Years of Conquest”
– Elsa Tamez – From Voices From the Margins



Listening to the Voices in the Margins

• Wampanoag Language Revitalization Project Jessie 
Little Doe Baird.  

• Algonquian (Massachusetts) Bible, John Eliot - first 
bible published in US. 1663.   

• Notes by various Algonquian Indians in the margins.  
Voices in the Margins.

• Use of this Bible to reclaim the Wampanoag 
language.

• “We Are Still Here” – All voices

• Algonquian has animate and inanimate endings. Eg. 
Stars are animate. 

http://www.wlrp.org/home.html


Commitments As We Leave

• Write down one thing you will do as you go forward.

• Place it on the table.

• Pick up a card (not your own) and read it the group.

• Take that card home and pray for the person and their commitment.



A Call to Healing and Hope

O Great Spirit, 
God of every people and every tribe,
we come to you as your many children,
to ask for your forgiveness and guidance.

Forgive us for the colonialism that stains our past,
the ignorance that allowed us to think that we 
could claim another’s home for our own.

Heal us of this history. Remind us that none of us were discovered since none of us were 
lost, but that we are all gathered within the sacred circle of your community.

Guide us through your wisdom to restore the truth of our heritage. Help us to confront the 
racism that divides us as we confess the pain it has caused to the human family.

Call us to kinship. Mend the hoop of our hearts and let us live in justice and peace, through 
Jesus Christ, the One who came that all people might live in dignity. Amen. 



Resources Between the Ridges
• Buying America from the Indians: Johnson v. McIntosh and the History of Native Land Rights, by Blake Watson (2012)

• Pagans in the Promised Land, Decoding the Doctrine of Christian Discovery, by Steven T. Newcomb, 
(Shawnee/Lenape) (2008)

• Native America, Discovered and Conquered, Thomas Jefferson, Lewis and Clark and Manifest Destiny, by Robert J. 
Miller, Esq. (Eastern Shawnee) (2006)

• Conquest by Law, How the Discovery of America Dispossessed Indigenous Peoples of their Lands, by Lindsay G. 
Robertson (2005)

• Paradigm Wars, Indigenous Peoples’ Resistance to Globalization, edited by Jerry Manderand Victoria Tauli-
Corpuz(2006)

• Exiled in the Land of the Free, edited by Oren Lyons et al.(1992)

• American Indian History, Five Centuries of Conflict and Coexistence, Robert W. Venables (2004)

• Voices from the Margins: Interpreting the Bible in the Third World, RS Sugirtharajah (2006)

• Missionary Conquest:  The Gospel and Native American Cultural Genocide, George Tinker (1993)

• A Native American Theology, Clara Sue Kidwell (2001)

• An Indigenous People's History of the US, Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz (2015)

• “Two Kinds of Beings: The Doctrine of Discovery” Robert Francis www.manataka.org/page94.html

• Doctrine of Discovery Webpage http://www.doctrineofdiscovery.org/

• Indigenous Law Institute http://ili.nativeweb.org/

https://betweenridges.wordpress.com/
http://www.manataka.org/page94.html
http://www.doctrineofdiscovery.org/
http://ili.nativeweb.org/

