FAN’s 2017 End-of-Session Successes
On April 23rd, the Washington State 2017 Regular Legislative Session came to an end. Three 30-day Special
Sessions have followed in order to agree on a 2017-2019 Biennial Budget. In the meantime, FAN celebrates ten
policy victories from our legislative agenda!
Anti-Human Trafficking
 HB 1079 (Orwall) Creates a no-contact order system to protect victims of human trafficking from their traffickers.
 SB 5030 (Darneille) Extends the statute of limitations for human trafficking from three to ten years, or, if the victim
was under the age of 18 at the time of the crime, until their 30th birthday—whichever comes later.
 SB 5272 (Saldaña) Vacates convictions arising from offenses committed as a result of being a victim of trafficking.

Criminal Justice Reform
 SB 5069 (Walsh) Allows the State Board of
Community & Technical Colleges to do
workforce-type classes in our state prison system
that could lead to an Associate's Degree.

Economic Justice/Anti-Poverty
 SB 5301 (Miloscia) Requires companies seeking
state contracts to certify that a court has not found
them to be a willful violator of wage-theft laws in
the last three years.
 SB 5347 (Walsh) Allows TANF recipients to have
a second year of vocational education, instead of
just one year.

On April 25, Gov. Jay Inslee signed SB 5069, a prison education bill
that took five sessions to pass through the legislature. We celebrate
the efforts and faithfulness of the whole community—legislators,
community activists, inmates and faith leaders—for this success!

 SB 5975 (Fain) Requires the employment
security department to establish and administer
the family and medical leave program, which
provides up to 12 weeks of paid family leave and
12 weeks of paid leave for serious medical conditions to all employees in Washington.

Environmental Justice
 SB 5939 (Ericksen) Uses solar energy tax incentives to promote a sustainable, local renewable energy industry.

Gun Safety
 HB 1501 (Hansen) Alerts law enforcement and domestic violence survivors when someone ineligible to own a
firearm attempts to purchase one.

Mental Health
 HB 1713 (Senn) Implements recommendations from the children's mental health work group.

Thank you to all of you who diligently called or emailed your state legislators this session regarding these
policy bills. Thank you for your advocacy and support; you continually help, along with our many partners, to
make our state more just and equitable for all!
(206) 625-9790 | fan@fanwa.org | www.fanwa.org | 3720 Airport Way S, Seattle, WA 98134

2017 Legislative Session Budget Recap
The 2017 Legislature finally adjourned on Thursday, July 20; it was the longest in state history! The legislature was able
to agree to an Operating Budget and get it signed by the Governor in the wee hours of July 1, narrowly avoiding a State
Government shutdown. However, they did not come to an agreement on the $4.2B Capital Budget. This budget has
critical investments for our state in terms of school construction (both in K-12 schools and in higher education), as well
as the Housing Trust Fund for affordable housing, and local infrastructure for cities and non-profits. The Governor will
call them back for this vote if and when leadership on both sides can come to an agreement on the bill dealing with
water rights and the Hirst decision made last year by the State Supreme Court.
Here are some highlights from the $43.7B 2017-2019 Operating Budget, which was approved by the House (70-23) and
the Senate (39-10):




Funding came from:
o A property tax increase of 81 cents/$1,000 of assessed value. This is an increase from $1.89 to
$2.70/1,000 and is dedicated to fulfil the McCleary decision and fund K-12 education, but no offset or
relief was made for lower and middle income homeowners.
o $1.5B was taken from the Rainy Day Fund, so this amount will have to be replenished beginning next
session.
Tax Reforms that were approved:
o The tax exemption on bottled water was repealed, worth $117M.
o The tax exemption for ‘big oil’ regarding extracted fuels by oil refineries was repealed, worth $49M.
o An extension of the business and occupation tax to out-of-state retailers that sell to Washington State
customers. This will bring in $24M.
o The Marketplace Fairness Act was included in the final budget, which levels the playing field by repealing
the exemption on out-of-state retailers in terms of sales tax. This will bring in $1B.

In addition to these revenue and tax reform issues, the legislature added or extended another 13 tax breaks. Gov. Inslee
made a controversial but courageous veto of section 2 of SB 5977 that in essence would have reduced the business and
occupation tax by $39M to manufacturers in our state.
Here are some human service funding highlights in the Operating Budget:
 $102M for mental health programming (far from what is needed)
 The Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF) monthly grant program was increased by 2.5%, restoring what was
cut years ago. This in effect will add another $15 to the monthly grant for a family of four.
 Funding for the Office of Civil Legal Aid was increased by $4.8M.
 No cuts were made to the Housing & Essential Needs and Aged, Blind, & Disabled (HEN/ABD) programs.
 $250K was provided for the Farm to School & Small Farm Direct Marketing programs at the state Department of
Agriculture.
 A new department of state government has been created: the Department of Children, Youth, & Families. This is
the result of years of bipartisan work.
Funding for K-12 public schools was increased this session by $7.3B over a four-year period. Since this was meant to
fulfill a State Supreme Court mandate (the McCleary decision), a legislative report on this budget allocation will be sent
to the Court. Their response to this will be critical and should come sometime this fall.
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