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Greetings, Advocates! 

We hope that 2016 has been off to a good start and 
we are excited to enter into this new season with you. 
In the last edition of our newsletter, we were sharing 
the beauty of our Annual Dinner and inviting you to 
Interfaith Advocacy Day. IFAD was a success, and 
you can learn more about how the legislative session 
ended and how your advocacy helped create change in 
Washington.  

We are eager to work with you all during our Spring 
Summits. There is more information about the 
summits in this newsletter, as well as the 
Congressional issues we will focus on this year. 

We hope you enjoy this edition of our Newsletter and 
we look forward to continue working with you in this 
new season! 
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 Happy Volunteer Week! 

 As liasons and faith community representatives, you    
 are amazing volunteers who make a difference!
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2016 Washington State
Legislative Session Review

By Paul Benz

The 2016 legislative session was going to be a short  
sixty-day session, but the short sessions are always 
intense and pressure-packed. Because of  differences 
over the supplemental budget, this one was no 
different!  Indeed, at the end of the 60th day (March 
10) Gov. Inslee had to announce a thirty-day special 
session to begin the next day (six out of the last seven 
sessions have gone into one or more special sessions).  
 
Though FAN’s part-time lobby team (Paul Benz, Vel-
ma Veloria, and Trevor Sandison) makes a difference, 
it is YOUR VOICE, uniting with other voices, that 
really makes an impact!
 

Highlights from the session are:

·         Policy Bill Victories: HB 1553, the Certifi-
cates of Restoration of   Opportunity Act will help 
those coming out of our prison system to be gainful-
ly employed; SB 5342 adds labor trafficking to our 
state’s definition of human trafficking; HB 1682 starts 
a voucher system in our public schools for homeless 
students; HB 2545, the Toxic Free Kids & Families 
Act, has finally passed both chambers and is awaiting 
the governor’s 
signature; HB 2908 establishes a task force on the use 
of deadly force; SB 6413 the Fair Tenant Screening 
Bill will improve access to housing for all
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·         Budget Victories: funding was included for the 
Office of Civil Legal Aid, and our mental health sys-
tem (e.g. Western State Hospital staffing recruitment).
·         Interfaith Advocacy Day:  over 250 in atten-
dance with advocates from 39 of our 49 legislative 
districts who attended over 100 meetings with legisla-
tors and/or their staff.
·         FAN supported or worked on five other bills 
that  passed through at least one chamber but then 
stalled: HB 2619/SB 6260 - Post Secondary Education 
in prisons; HB 1745 - Voting Rights Act; HB 2346 - 
Solar Incentive bill; HB 1295 – Breakfast After the 
Bell; 

HB 1565/SB 5378 - Source of Income Discrimination.

Now we need to work on effecting the changes we 
want to see during the upcoming election season.  
FAN encourages you to consider having your faith 
community involved in sponsoring or co-sponsoring 
a candidate forum in your legislative district.  If you 
are interested, please contact Paul Benz at benz@
fanwa.org.  Contact any of our organizing interns for 
conversation about other ways to be involved, such as 
voter registration and education at brown@fanwa.org, 
nedrow@fanwa.org, or wintereulberg@fanwa.org.
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Faith Action Network 
Seasonal Updates:Summits

Faith Action Network’s advocating faith 
communities across Washington State come 
together during our annual Spring Summits to talk 
about how our legislative agenda fared during the past 
session and plan for the rest of the year. This year, 
there will be conversation about FAN’s new effort to 
establish work groups around specific issues, such as 
economic justice, criminal justice, the environment, 
and health care. Go to Fanwa.org to register for the 
Spring Summit closest to you!

Our 2016 summits will be:

Seattle: Sunday, May 15, Seattle First Baptist Church, 
3-5 PM
Spokane: Sunday, May 22, Bethany Presbyterian 
Church, 3-5 PM
Vancouver: Sunday, June 5 at Beautiful Savior 
Lutheran Church, 1-5 PM
Yakima: Sunday, June 12 at Toppenish United 
Methodist Church, 3-5 PM

By Kaitlin Winter-Eulberg

As we head into an election season full of energy and 
passion, we know that  
education and awareness of the issues  
facing Washington State is imperitive for our commu-
nities. Initiative forums and 
candidates forums are a wonderful way to equip peo-
ple in your community with the information they need 
to get out and vote! We urge you as a faith community 
to consider hosting a forum to help educate people 
about candidates or initiatives that are pertinent to this 
fall’s vote in Washington. 

As a network of diverse faith communities we un-
derstand and embody the importance of conversation 
in the pursuit of the common good. Forums such as 
these are an excellent opportunity to practice dialogue, 
cooperation, and democracy. Join faith communities 
across this state by hosting a candidate forum or an 
initiative forum this summer or fall!  For more in-
formation about hosting a forum, contact us at fan@
fanwa.org.

The Election Season is Upon us! 
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H e l p  W or k  f or  E c o n o m i c 

J u st i c e  Stat e w i d e 

FAN staff Erin Parks and Gretchen Brown pick up petitions for Initiative 1433, so that YOU can help collect signatures.
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FAN has created the Economic Justice 
Working Group to better pursue our 
agenda statewide to reduce economic 
inequality, achieve living wages, 
reform Washington’s tax system (the most regressive 
in the nation), and more.

Getting Initiative 1433 on the 
November ballot is offering a great opportunity for us 
to begin working together for 
economic justice!

Initiative 1433 would raise the state minimum wage 
to $13.50 an hour in increments by 2020, and require 
paid sick, family, and safe leave.  For many families, 
this would still not provide a living income, but it 
would be a great 
improvement over the current $9.47 minimum wage. 

FAN has already collected more than 2,000 signatures, 
thanks to many of you who have been circulating peti-
tions!  We will be collecting signatures through June.  

Enlist your faith community in this 
important effort to further economic justice.  
There are lots of ways for 
people to be engaged in the campaign.

•  Gather signatures from your faith 
communities, family, and friends.
•  Join public signature-gathering 
opportunities that the campaign 
identifies each week. Farmers’ markets and parades 
this spring are great venues.
•  Volunteer at the campaign 
headquarters. Contact Sarah Tucker at 
sarah@raiseup.com or 206-709-1313 at Raise Up 
Washington.

Contact us by email at: 
economicjustice@fanwa.org or phone at 206-625-
9790 to request petitions be sent to you, and to have us 
send you 
weekly lists of places in your area to collect signa-
tures.

Economic Justice Working Group 
leaders Steve Clagett and Jane Sisk are heading this 
effort at FAN.  You can contact them at economic-
justice@fanwa.org to find out more about Initiative 
1433 and the Economic Justice Working Group, and to 
contribute your ideas.

H e l p  W or k  f or  E c o n o m i c 

J u st i c e  Stat e w i d e 

FAN staff Erin Parks and Gretchen Brown pick up petitions for Initiative 1433, so that YOU can help collect signatures.

By: Jane Sisk, Co-leader of Economic 
Justice Working Group
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 Our network continues to grow as communities con-
tinue equipping leaders to advocate for issues within 
the state of Washington! We are always excited when a 
new faith community makes the commitment to part-
ner with FAN. If there are faith communities near you 
that you think should know about the work that we all 
do, please help us by connecting with them! We hope 
that along with equipping you to advocate for justice 
in Washington, FAN will also be a way for commu-
nitities to create bonds and bridges in your area.
 

Faith Action Network is excited to introduce faith-
communities who recently joined our advocating 
network.  We are glad to welcome Fauntleroy Church 
UCC, Congregation Beth Shalom, Northshore UCC, 
St. Luke’s Lutheran in Bellevue, Admiral Congrega-
tional UCC, Trinity Lutheran in Lynnwood, Richmond 
Beach UCC, and All Pilgrims Church. As we head into 
our Spring Summits, look out for advocates from these 
faith communities and be sure to connect with them. 
Together we are advocating for the common good!

WE ARE 109 STRONG 
and still growing! 

By Kaitlin Winter-Eulberg
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